Activity Plan                  
Films and Film Reviews  Task 3  Producing a Simple Survey Report

Task 3: Producing a Simple Survey Report

I. The task:

· To produce a simple survey report

· To retrieve information from a sample survey report and a tally table to answer teachers’ prompt questions 

· To retrieve data from a tally table to complete a survey report
· To write a simple film survey report with data collected
II. Learning objectives:

· To understand how to use 

· the present perfect, the simple past, and the simple present in context to talk about information collected in a survey report

· the modal verb ‘should’ and ‘can’ when giving suggestions in a survey report

· To describe survey results in a written report and in the form of a tally table
III. Materials:

· LT 2.2 – A Sample Survey Report and Survey Record
· LT 3.1 – An Incomplete Survey Report and Tally Record

· LT 3.2 – Survey Report Writing Sheet
IV. Instructions for teachers for setting up the task:

1. Ask students to read the survey report and the survey record in LT 2.2.

2. To help students relate the survey record to the survey report, ask prompting questions like ‘Who did the survey?’, ‘When did he do the survey?’, ‘How many students did he talk to?’, ‘How many students have seen Finding Nemo?’, ‘Did they all like the film?’, ‘How many students have not seen Ice Age?’, ‘Do they all want to see it?’. 
3. Highlight the use of different tenses when talking about the results of the survey.

4. Distribute LT 3.1. Ask general comprehension questions like ‘Who did the survey?’, ‘How many students did she talk to?’ 

5. Draw students’ attention to the survey record. Ask students to read the table and complete the survey report.

6. Students check answers in pairs.
7. Distribute LT 3.2. Tell students they have to write up a simple survey report using the data they have collected in LT 1.2. Student’s recommendations in the last part of the report are expected to be simple but teachers can encourage more able students to elaborate their report.
V. References for teachers
The Indefinite Past 
The indefinite past refers to the use of the present perfect tense to talk about some indefinite happening in the past. For example,

(a). Have you (ever) seen John?

(b) Have you been to the Victoria Peak?

(c) Have you been to Macau?

(d) Have you eaten?

This use of the present perfect is called the indefinite past because ‘the number of the events is unspecified – it may be one or more than one; secondly, the time is also left unspecified.’ (Leech, 1971, p.37). The respondent of a question such as (a) can choose to specify the number of the events by saying, e.g. ‘Oh yes, I have, and twice this week.’ That this use of the grammar point leaves the time unspecified differentiates it from the simple past such as ‘Did you like it (the film)?’, ‘Did you see John (yesterday)?’ or ‘Did you go to the Victoria Peak with the group last month?’
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LT2.2 – Sample Survey Report
(The related tally table completed by Chan Tai Man is given below.)

Survey Report

	To:
	Miss Fu
	
	

	From:
	Chan Tai Man
	Class:
	6F

	Date:
	11th December 2009
	
	


I finished a survey on 10th December, 2009. For this survey, I talked to twelve students in my class. From their answers, I learn that

(1)  The film that most students have seen is Finding Nemo. A total of eleven students have seen it. Ten of them liked the film. 

(2)  Six students have seen Spiderman 3. They all liked it.

(3)  Nine students have seen Shrek. Five of them liked it.

(4)  Ten students have not seen the film Ice Age. Nine of them want to see it.

I suggest that the school should show Ice Age for all P6 students.
I also think that the school can show Transformers 2. This is because
I saw Transformers 1 and I like it very much. Thank you.

Tally record of Chan Tai Man’s survey 

Name: Chan Tai Man         


Class:  6F   

	Total number of students interviewed
	 12

	Date of survey

	 10th December, 2009

	Films that I have seen


	Finding Nemo, 

 Spiderman 3


	Film title
	My own response
	Other students’ responses

	
	
	Have seen
	Liked
	Haven’t seen
	Want to see

	1.
	Finding Nemo
	Yes, I liked it.
	11
	10
	1
	0

	2.
	Spiderman 3
	Yes, I liked it.
	6
	6
	5
	3

	3.
	Shrek
	No, but I would like to see it.
	9
	5
	2
	0

	4.
	Ice Age
	No, but I would like to see it.
	2
	1
	10
	9


LT 3.1 – Incomplete Survey Report and a Tally Record
Task: Study the tally record and finish this report by completing all the blanks.


Survey Report
	To:
	Miss Fu / Miss Ho / Miss Cheung
	
	

	From:
	Wong Yee Man
	Class:
	6F

	Date:
	14th December 2009
	
	


I finished a survey on 13th December, 2009. For this survey, I talked to a total of twenty students in class 6F. From their answers, I learn that

(1)  The film that most students have seen is __________________.  _____________ students have seen it. _____________ of them liked the film.
(2)  A total of ______________ students have seen Bridge to Terabithia. _____________ liked it. _____________ students have not seen it, and _____________ would like to.
(3)  ___________________ students have seen Wall-E. ______________of them liked it. _____________ students have not seen it, and _____________ would like to.
(4)  ____________ students have seen ______________________. ______________________ liked it. A total of _____________ students have not seen it. And among them, ______________ of them want to see it.

I suggest that the school should show _____________________ for all P6 students. This is because many of my classmates want to see it. I have seen it already and I really liked it. Thank you.

Tally record of Wong Yee Man’s survey 

Name:  Wong Yee Man                        Class:  6F  

Date:  13th December, 2009

	Total number of students interviewed
	  20

	Date of survey
	  13th December, 2009

	Films that I have seen


	 Wall-E, 

 Bridge to Terabithia, 
 Madagascar, 
 The Incredibles


	Film Titles
	My own response
	Other students’ responses

	
	
	Have Seen
	Liked
	Haven’t Seen
	Want to See

	1
	WALL-E
	Yes, and I did not like it much.
	12
	12
	8
	2

	2
	Bridge to Terabithia
	Yes, and I liked it.
	16
	10
	4
	1

	3
	Madagascar
	Yes, and I did not like it much.
	20
	9
	0
	0

	4
	The Incredibles
	Yes, and I liked it.
	5
	5
	15
	10


Survey Report (with suggested answers)


	To:
	Miss Fu / Miss Ho / Miss Cheung
	
	

	From:
	Wong Yee Man
	Class:
	6F

	Date:
	14th December 2009
	
	


I finished a survey on 13th December, 2009. For this survey, I talked to a total of twenty students in class 6F. From their answers, I learn that

(1)  The film that most students have seen is Madagascar. All students have seen it. Nine of them liked the film.
(2)  A total of sixteen / Sixteen students have seen Bridge to 
Terabithia. Ten / Ten students / Ten of them liked it. Four 
students have not seen it, and one would like to.
(3)  A total of twelve / Twelve students have seen Wall-E. All of them liked it. Eight students have not seen it, and two would like to.
(4)  Five students have seen The Incredibles. They all / All of them liked it. A total of fifteen students have not seen the film The Incredibles . And among these, _____ten_____ of them want to see it.

I suggest that the school should show The Incredibles for all P6 students. This is because many of my classmates want to see it. I have seen it already and I really liked it. Thank you.

LT 3.2 – Survey Report Writing Sheet

Task: Look at your film survey form on LT 1.2. Follow the sample survey report format and write a survey report to your English teacher.

	Survey Report
To:

 _______________________________

From:
 _____________________________  Class: ________
Date:  _____________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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