Martin’s Decision

  Part 1


What would Martin do?
Materials:
a story




a question card

Procedure:
1. Learners read the story which is divided into three parts (Parts A to C).

2. Learners, in groups of four, discuss the questions listed on the question card after each part.

3. Learners report what they have discussed in class after each part. 

4. Learners are guided to write an ending in about 4-8 sentences to the story, depending on their capabilities.

***********************************************************************************************

Suggested questions for the question card:

(Part A)

1. What do you know about Martin?

2. What do you know about Ben?

3. What does the class feel about Martin? Why?

4. How do you feel about Martin?

5. What does the class feel about Ben? Why?

6. How do you feel about Ben?

7. Why was Ben absent from school? What would the class feel about his absence?

(Part B)

8. Why did Martin call Ben? If you were Martin, what else would you do?

9. What do you think of Ben’s absence from school? 

10. Why do you think the class wanted to visit Ben?

11. Why do you think Ben came back for the G.S. test? 

12. What do you think Ben’s test result would be? Why?

13. Who do you think would get the best result in this test? Why?

(Part C)

14. What do you think Ben was doing in the test? Why?

15. How do you think Martin would feel about Ben? 

16. What do you think Martin would do? Why?

17. Who do you think Martin would talk to? What would he talk about? 

18. What do you think Ben would say?

19. What would happen to the friendship between Martin and Ben?

Read the story about Martin and Ben.

Part A

[image: image1.png]


Martin and Ben are classmates. They are also good friends. 
Martin is diligent. He always reads books. Everyone thinks he is the most hardworking student in the class. His results are always good. 
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Ben is intelligent. He always solves problems very quickly. Everyone thinks he is the cleverest student in the class. His results are always good too. 

Martin is the class monitor. He is very responsible. He is a good helper to both his teachers and his classmates. But he is very strict. He reports everything he considers wrong to the class teacher, Miss Lee. Although teachers like him, his classmates do not like him very much.

Ben is a popular student in the class. His classmates like him. He always helps them with their Mathematics. Although he is smart, he is humble. He never talks about his good results. He tells his classmates they are as clever as him.

Last week, Ben was absent from school for three days…
Questions for discussion:

1. What do you know about Martin?

2. What do you know about Ben?

3. What does the class feel about Martin? Why?

4. How do you feel about Martin?

5. What does the class feel about Ben? Why?

6. How do you feel about Ben?

7. Why was Ben absent from school? What would the class feel about his absence?

*******************************************
Part B
Ben was absent from school for three days. The class was worried about him. They wanted to know why he was absent. They asked Miss Lee. She told them Ben could not come to school because of special reasons but did not tell them what they were. Someone said he might be seriously ill. Someone said he might be away from Hong Kong. No one knew the fact. 

Martin called him a few times but still could not find him. The class was worried about him. They wanted to visit him to see if he was fine, but they needed to prepare for the G.S. test. They wondered if he could come back for the test. 

When he appeared just in time for the test, everyone was happy to see him. 

Questions for discussion:

8. Why did Martin call Ben? If you were Martin, what else would you do?

9. What do you think of Ben’s absence from school? 

10. Why do you think the class wanted to visit Ben?

11. Why do you think Ben came back for the G.S. test? 

12. What do you think Ben’s test result would be? Why?

13. Who do you think would get the best result in this test? Why?

*******************************************
Part C

After giving out the test paper, the teacher told the class to start the test. Everyone was busy writing immediately.

Martin sat behind Ben. He was doing his test attentively. He found the questions very easy and finished all very quickly. When he was reviewing the answers, he noticed that Ben was not doing the test. It seemed that Ben was looking inside his drawer. 
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Martin was curious and wondered what Ben was looking at. Suddenly, he discovered Ben was looking at a book in the drawer. He was shocked. He did not know what to do…  

Questions for discussion:

14. What do you think Ben was doing in the test? Why?

15. How do you think Martin would feel about Ben? 

16. What do you think Martin would do? Why?

17. Who do you think Martin would talk to? What would he talk about? 

18. What do you think Ben would say?

19. What would happen to the friendship between Martin and Ben?
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