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A Note to Teachers

The Importance of Vocabulary Learning and Teaching
A research project on the Study of Using Assessment Data to Enhance Learning and Teaching (English Language Education)
 carried out in 2009 found that many weaker students did not have adequate vocabulary to cope with the Territory-wide System Assessment (TSA) reading tests at their levels. The findings imply that direct and explicit learning and teaching of vocabulary, in particular high-frequency words at primary level, would benefit students in their development of reading competency. 
The English Language Curriculum Guide (Primary 1-6) (Curriculum Development Council 2004) emphasizes that having adequate and appropriate vocabulary is essential in communication and thus the teaching of vocabulary building skills should be included in the English Language curriculum. As McNeill (Curriculum Development Institute 2009) points out, ‘One of the obvious implications of the recent research in L2 vocabulary acquisition is that language teachers need to devote more time and effort to vocabulary work in the classroom.’ 
Vocabulary Building Skills
Developing vocabulary skills is a crucial foundation for learners to become competent language learners and users. It is essential for them to build a sight vocabulary bank for reading and spelling. They also need knowledge and strategies to decode unknown words they encounter in reading texts, and to retain them for future use.
Explicit teaching of vocabulary building skills is useful since it empowers learners to carry on learning on their own. In view of this, currently we develop WLTS resource materials with a focus on the following skills:
· Building a Sight Word Bank

· Guessing & Inferring Meaning

· Organizing Vocabulary

· Using and Making Dictionaries

· Word Formation

Word Association

· Building a Sight Word Bank
Sight word recognition is essential to early literacy. Building up a sight word bank enables young learners to speed up the development of reading fluency.

What Are Sight Words? Why Are They So Important?
Sight words are words that learners should recognize, read and understand instantly. They are high-frequency words that make up about 50 to 75 percent of the materials we read. When learners can read sight words quickly and effortlessly, reading becomes a simpler job as they can devote more time to decoding more difficult words.
Learning sight words is important because many of these high-frequency words do not sound as they are spelled, making them difficult to sound out using knowledge of phonics. 
Also, some of them have a rather abstract meaning which is hard to explain to young learners. For example, it is easy to explain words like dog or tree because they can be related to a real object or picture. However, it would be difficult to explain words like the or of.
High-frequency words include function words and content words, and require different strategies in the learning and teaching process. (CDC 2004, pp. 166)
Function words 
They are grammar words including pronouns, articles, auxiliary verbs, prepositions and connectives. All reading texts contain a high percentage of function words. It is difficult to predict their meaning from context and they are phonically irregular. (CDC 2004, pp. 166-167)
Content words
They include nouns, adjectives, verbs and adverbs such as bird, blue, fly and quickly. They are words that communicate the most important ideas in sentences or texts. Sight vocabulary should include words that learners need to identify or describe people, things and events in their family or school environment. (CDC 2004, pp. 167-168)
Sight Words
Sight words are included in the Wordlists for the Primary English Language Curriculum compiled by the Curriculum Development Institute (2009), which
 cover almost all the function and content words enlisted in the widely known Dolch Sight Word List and Fry’s 300 Instant Sight Words. These sight words are frequently used in the English language and are expected to be mastered by Primary 3. Many of them cannot be ‘sounded out’ and thus need to be learned by ‘sight’.
With immediate recognition of the high frequency sight words and a good knowledge of basic phonics, that is when learners reading can take off.
Integrating Sight Word Learning in Reading Lessons
The explicit teaching and learning of sight words can take place in daily reading practice. In shared reading sessions, sight words can be highlighted during the reading and re-reading of familiar stories. Supported reading sessions may also focus on discussions of interesting words learners come across in the reading text. (CDC 2004, pp. 166)
Using and Making Dictionaries
As a means to master sight words and vocabulary, learners should learn to use a picture-dictionary towards the end of Key Stage 1. They should learn how to make the best use of the dictionary for spelling and finding out the meanings of words. They can also be encouraged to make their own dictionaries to collect words they have learned. It is useful to have a theme for each of the dictionaries they make. (CDC 2004, pp. 171)
Some Ideas for Parents
[image: image32.wmf][image: image33.wmf]Teacher may communicate to parents some of the ideas below at different stages:
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What are Sight Words? 

· They are words that learners should recognize, read and understand instantly. 

· They are high-frequency words that make up a large part of the materials we read. Many of them cannot be sounded out, and so must be learned as sight words.

· When learners can read sight words quickly and effortlessly, reading becomes a simpler job as they can focus on the more difficult words.

Playing Sight Word Activities at Home

· You can help your child's reading by highlighting sight words in the texts. 

· There are lots of fun activities that keep children interested and eager to learn. 

Sight Word Cards

· Create a list of the sight words found in your child’s books or from lists provided by the teacher. 

· Put these words on index cards for review or for playing games. 

· Invite your child to help you by adding a sentence using the word and pictures about the word on the card. 

· Create two sets of identical word cards so that you can play matching games.

An example of a word card:

[image: image34.jpg]v vwer






[image: image2]

[image: image3]





(Front) 






(Back)

Sight Word Dictionary

· Encourage your child to keep a sight word dictionary. 

· When you child encounters a new sight word, he / she can write it down in the sight word dictionary. 

· Put the words collected on the word cards for other games and revision.

Sight Word Hunter

· Read books with your child at home. 

· Invite your child to point out a word that he / she knows. 

· Show your child the flashcard of that word and ask him / her to count how many times the word can be found in the text. 

Sight Word Matching

· Choose some words that your child is working on at school. 

· Play matching games with your child using two sets of the sight word cards. 

· Mix up the cards and put them on the table facing down. 

· To help your child remember the words, have him / her say each word while turning a card over. He / she can keep the cards when a match is found.

Sight Word Fishing

· Choose some words that your child is working on at school. 

· Play Sight Word Fishing with your child by using two sets of the sight word cards.

· Put one set of the cards on the desk so that you can see the words on the cards.

· Mix up the other set of the cards and distribute them evenly. 

· Find the words on the table (i.e. the fish in the sea) to match with the cards in your hand.

Sight Word Board Game

· Choose some words that your child is working on at school. 

· Play board games that require players to read and identify sight words like snakes-and-ladder or Candy Land. 

· In each round, players have to read a sight word card. 

· If they can read it correctly, they can roll a die to determine how many spaces they move. If they can’t read the word, they lose their turn.

· If a player lands on the tip of a snake’s head, one has to slide down to the snake’s tail. If a player lands on the base of a ladder, one can move to the top of the ladder and continues from there. 

· The player who reaches the finish space first wins. [image: image4.wmf]


An example of the game board:
	
	Finish
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How to Use These Ideas?

Teachers may:

· Integrate activity ideas in meaningful context to make sight word learning enjoyable and the sight vocabulary memorable
· Adapt the suggested materials like reading texts, word cards, board games, sight word dictionary and more to cater for different students needs
· Make use of the motivating online games and resources to provide the best support to develop sight vocabulary
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A List of Sight Words
The sight words enlisted for Key Stage 1 here are divided into grade levels – Level 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5. The grading represents a sequence based on frequency rather than an order of difficulty. They include pronouns, adjectives, adverbs, prepositions, conjunctions, and verbs. A list of 95 commonly used noun words is also provided separately. These words can be found in children’s books and what we read every day.
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4
	Level 5
	Nouns

	a
	all
	under
	after
	always
	wish
	about
	apple
	girl
	sun

	and
	am
	want
	again
	around
	work
	better
	baby
	good-bye
	table

	away
	are
	was
	an
	because
	would
	bring
	back
	grass
	thing

	big
	at
	well
	any
	been
	write
	carry
	ball
	ground
	time

	blue
	ate
	went
	as
	before
	your
	clean
	bear
	hand
	top

	can
	be
	what
	ask
	best
	
	cut
	bed
	head
	toy

	come
	black
	white
	by
	both
	
	done
	bell
	hill
	tree

	down
	brown
	who
	could
	buy
	
	draw
	bird
	home
	watch

	find
	but
	will
	every
	call
	
	drink
	birthday
	horse
	water

	for
	came
	with
	fly
	cold
	
	eight
	boat
	house
	way

	funny
	did
	yes
	from
	does
	
	fall
	box
	kitty
	wind

	go
	do
	
	give
	don't
	
	far
	boy
	leg
	window

	help
	eat
	
	going
	fast
	
	full
	bread
	letter
	wood

	here
	four
	
	had
	first
	
	got
	brother
	man
	

	i
	get
	
	has
	five
	
	grow
	cake
	men
	

	in
	good
	
	her
	found
	
	hold
	car
	milk
	

	is
	have
	
	him
	gave
	
	hot
	cat
	money
	

	it
	he
	
	his
	goes
	
	hurt
	chair
	morning
	

	jump
	into
	
	how
	green
	
	if
	chicken
	mother
	

	little
	like
	
	just
	its
	
	keep
	children
	name
	

	look
	must
	
	know
	made
	
	kind
	Christmas
	nest
	

	make
	new
	
	let
	many
	
	laugh
	coat
	night
	

	me
	no
	
	live
	off
	
	light
	corn
	paper
	

	my
	now
	
	may
	or
	
	long
	cow
	party
	

	not
	on
	
	of
	pull
	
	much
	day
	picture
	

	one
	our
	
	old
	read
	
	myself
	dog
	pig
	

	play
	out
	
	once
	right
	
	never
	doll
	rabbit
	

	red
	please
	
	open
	sing
	
	only
	door
	rain
	

	run
	pretty
	
	over
	sit
	
	own
	duck
	ring
	

	said
	ran
	
	put
	sleep
	
	pick
	egg
	robin
	

	see
	ride
	
	round
	tell
	
	seven
	eye
	Santa Claus
	

	the
	saw
	
	some
	their
	
	shall
	farm
	school
	

	three
	say
	
	stop
	these
	
	show
	farmer
	seed
	

	to
	she
	
	take
	those
	
	six
	father
	sheep
	

	two
	so
	
	thank
	upon
	
	small
	feet
	shoe
	

	up
	soon
	
	them
	us
	
	start
	fire
	sister
	

	we
	that
	
	then
	use
	
	ten
	fish
	snow
	

	where
	there
	
	think
	very
	
	today
	floor
	song
	

	yellow
	they
	
	walk
	wash
	
	together
	flower
	squirrel
	

	you
	this
	
	were
	which
	
	try
	game
	stick
	

	
	too
	
	when
	why
	
	warm
	garden
	street
	


Teaching Sight Words in Context
An Exemplar
Goldilocks and the Three Bears

Key Stage 1

Module: The World Around Us

Duration: 130 minutes
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Objectives:
Students will be able to:

· read the sight words assigned by the teacher
· use possessive adjectives my, our, your, his, her, its, their to show possession or connection
Materials:

· A big book of the story Goldilocks and the Three Bears for adaptation
· A set of sight word cards of the possessive adjectives and high frequency words in the story

· Masks or props for students to role play the story (E.g. a gold wig, bear masks, bowls and chairs in different sizes)
· Pictures or realia (in relation to the target vocabulary items, e.g. a can of cold soft drink, a cup of hot chocolate, a soft doll and a peddle)
Preparation:

· Adapt the story of Goldilocks and the Three Bears with the use of possessive adjectives according to students’ abilities and needs (Sample given on page 17-18)

· Cover the original texts in the book with strips of paper written with the adapted story

Procedure:
Session 1
Warm up (5 minutes)

1. Briefly review the previously learned sight words.

Shared Reading 

Before the Reading (10 minutes)

1. Explain to students that they are going to read Goldilocks and the Three Bears.

2. Point to the cover of the book and ask, ‘What do you see?’

3. Introduce the vocabulary, hot, cold, big, wide, hard and soft by showing students  the word cards and pictures / realia such as a can of cold soft drink, a cup of hot chocolate, a soft doll and a peddle.

4. Skim the story and point to the pictures on each page. Ask them to make predictions of the story by saying, ‘What do you think the story is about?’
Reading the story (15 minutes)

1. First reading: read aloud the story to model the fluency and expression.

2. Encourage students to guess the meaning of unfamiliar words and to predict the development of the story using pictorial and contextual clues. While reading, ask questions such as ‘What would you do if you were Goldilocks?’, ‘The chair is broken, how would you feel if you were Baby Bear?’  Show word cards / pictures / realia as hints whenever appropriate.
Conclusion (5 minutes)

1. Ask students to put down the high frequency words they have learned on word cards. Write a sentence for each word on the other side of the card. Encourage them to draw simple pictures on the cards if possible.

2. Ask them to keep the cards and play Sight Word Matching (Supplementary Activity 1) during free time.
Session 2
Warm up (5 minutes)
1. Revisit the vocabulary in the story by playing Sight Word Slap (Teamwork) (Supplementary Activity 3). When a student slaps a word, invite him / her to use the word to make a sentence.  E.g. I like drinking hot tea.
Before the Reading (10 minutes)
1. Put up the word cards of my, our, your, his, her, its, their on the board. Read them with students one by one.
2. Use these possessive adjectives in sentences to describe things in the classroom:
(Holding up a pen in hand) This is my pen.
(Asking a student) What is your name? My name is _____.
(Pointing to objects on a student’s desk) This is Peter’s pencil. This is his pencil. This is Mary’s ruler. This is her ruler.
(Pointing to the classroom) This is our classroom.
(Pointing to a classroom across the hall) That is 2B’s classroom. That is their classroom.

3. Tell students that these words are used to tell you who the owner of an object is.

4. Invite them to make sentences using the possessive adjectives.
Reading the story (15 minutes)
1. Read the story Goldilocks and the Three Bears. Encourage students to participate by saying, ‘This time we’ll read it together’. 
2. Stop and point to the pictures on each page and ask, ‘Whose porridge / chair / bed is this?’ and students have to answer using the structure (Pointing to Baby Bear) ‘It is his chair.’ 

After the Reading (5 minutes)

1. Ask students to write down the sight words they have learned on word cards. Write a sentence for each word on the other side of the card. Encourage them to draw simple pictures on the cards if possible.

2. Ask them to keep the cards and play Sight Word Fishing (Supplementary Activity 4) during free time.
Session 3
Warm Up (15 minutes)

1. Play Sight Word Bingo! (Supplementary Activity 6) using the high frequency and sight words learned in the previous sessions. Read out sentences with the missing words so that students have to pick a word that belongs to the sentence. For example,

What’s ______ name?
_____ name is Tony.
Tony and Peter are playing with ______ ball.
Mary loves ______ dogs.
Today is so hot! I need a ______ drink.
The sun is bright and ______.
The grass is ______ and green.


Reading the Text (15 minutes)
1. Cover the possessive adjectives in the big book with strips of paper. 
2. Read the story with students. Ask them to help you complete the story by using the words.
3. Assist them by revealing the first letter of the adjective and read out the initial sound of the adjective in case they cannot give the answers.

Shared Writing: Rewrite the Ending (30 minutes)

1. Say, ‘What would you do if you were Goldilocks? What would you say? Let’s look at how the story ends one more time!’  Then read the ending of the story again.

2. Gather and share ideas and language for the writing by brainstorming what might happen if Goldilocks reacts differently. 

A list of the possible scenarios is suggested here:

	What would Goldilocks say to the bears if she is:

	sorry:
· I’m sorry! I didn’t know this was your house!

· Sorry, Papa Bear. I won’t eat your food again.

· Sorry, I won’t sit on your chairs again.

· Sorry, Mama Bear I won’t sleep on his bed again.

· I’ll never go to your house again.
	helpful:
· I’m sorry! 

· I’ll cook a big bowl of porridge. 

· I’ll clean your house.
· I’ll make your beds.
· I’ll fix his chair. 

	scared:
· Help!

· I didn’t know this is your house! 
	polite: 
· Excuse me, Baby Bear, can I sleep on your bed?

· Excuse me, Papa Bear, I’m very hungry. Could I have some of your porridge?

· Excuse me, Mama Bear, can I sit on his chair?

· Thank you for your help!


3. Pick a scenario. Illustrate what happens with a comic strip. 

4. [image: image47.wmf]Rehearse the writing orally by asking students to suggest the opening sentences. Continue to record the ideas and write them in the strip.

5. Indicate the possession of the objects in the pictures. For example, teacher can draw the bedroom of the house with three beds. Write down ‘This is his bed’ and ‘This is her bed’ next to the beds.
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6. Distribute LT 1.1. In groups, students discuss what will happen in the end of the story. They then apply the language structures and their ideas in their comic strip. Encourage them to be creative.

7. Interact with students to give them support in the writing.

8. Invite some students to act out their ending. Display all their works in the classroom.

The Story of Goldilocks and the Three Bears

Once upon a time, there was a little girl named Goldilocks. She went to the forest to pick some flowers for her mother. Soon, she was tired and hungry. She saw a house. She knocked at the door but no one answered. She walked right in. 
In the house, she saw a picture of the three bears. She knew this is their house.
At the table in the kitchen, there were three bowls of porridge. Goldilocks was hungry. She tasted the porridge from the first bowl. 

‘This porridge is too hot!’ she exclaimed.

So, she tasted the porridge from the second bowl.

‘This porridge is too cold,’ she said

So, she tasted the last bowl of porridge.

‘Ahhh, this porridge is just right,’ she said happily and she ate it all up.

After she ate the three bears’ porridge, she felt tired. So, she walked into the living room and saw three chairs. Goldilocks sat in the first chair to rest.
‘This chair is too big!’ she exclaimed.

So she sat in the second chair.

‘This chair is too wide!’ she said.

So she tried the last chair.

‘Ahhh, this chair is just right,’ she said happily. She sat on the chair so hard that it broke into pieces!
Goldilocks was very tired, so she went upstairs to the bedroom. She lay down on the first bed, 
This bed is too hard!’ she exclaimed.

So she lay down on the second bed.

‘This bed is too soft!’ she said.

So she tried the last bed.

‘Ahhh, this bed is just right,’ she said. It was so comfortable that she fell asleep.

As she was sleeping, the three bears came home. 

‘Someone's been eating our porridge,’ growled the Papa Bear.

‘Look, Baby Bear, someone's been eating your porridge,’ said the Mama Bear.

‘Someone's been eating my porridge and they ate it all up!’ cried the Baby Bear.

‘Someone's been sitting in our chairs,’ growled the Papa Bear.

‘Look, Baby Bear, someone's been sitting in your chair,’ said the Mama Bear.

‘Someone's been sitting in my chairs and they broke it to pieces,’ cried the Baby Bear.

They went upstairs to look around some more. When they went into the bedroom, Papa Bear growled, ‘Someone's been sleeping in our beds,’
‘Look, Baby Bear, someone's been sleeping in your bed’ said the Mama Bear.
‘Someone's been sleeping in my bed and she's still there!’ exclaimed Baby Bear.

Just then, Goldilocks woke up and saw the three bears. The Mama Bear was looking at her angrily and said, ‘You ate our porridge. You broke our chair and you are sleeping in his bed!’

Goldilocks screamed, ‘Help! I didn’t know this is your house!’ She jumped up and ran out of the house. She ran away into the forest. And she never went near their home again.

THE END
LT1.1 Rewrite the ending of Goldilocks and the Three Bears
What would you say to the bear if you were Goldilocks? Draw the last part of the story and write down what the bears and Goldilocks would say. 
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A Key Activity: Ten Sight Words a Week
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Objectives:
Students will be able to
· read out the sight words chosen each week

· use the sight words in context
Materials:

· A set of sight word cards (in PowerPoint / Word format)

· 10 blank word cards for each student

· Lots of colour markers

· A word wall

Preparation:

· Choose 10 sight words to focus on for the week. They can be words from the materials that are recently introduced, words that are commonly used at students’ level or words that are grouped under a certain theme or category.

· On each of the 10 pieces of A4 paper, print out the 10 chosen words 
(OR: Display the 10 words from the PowerPoint files provided on screen)

· Inform students earlier in the week that they will be learning to read 10 new sight words. 

Procedure:

Warm up (5 minutes)

1. Briefly review any concepts or skills previously learned that will be needed in the new lesson such as the concept of antonyms or previously learned sight words, etc.

Introduction of Sight Words (20-25 minutes)

1. Stick the 10 A4-sized sight word cards on board (or show the PowerPoint slides of the words on the screen). Then go through the words one by one.

2. Ask students to find any sounds they know in the word.
3. Ask if anyone knows the word.

4. Read aloud the word with students.

5. Use the word in several sentences. Ask students if they can use the word in a sentence.

6. Distribute the sets of 10 blank word cards, one set to each student. Tell students to write down the word on one side of the card as you write it on the board. Spell it as you write. Help them to draw a simple picture of the word, if possible.

7. Read the word aloud together several times.

8. Tell them to turn over the card and write down a sentence with the word in it.

An example of a word card:
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9. Do this for each word in the set of 10.

10. Give students a rubber band to hold the cards together and have them place the cards in their desk. 

11. Post the A4-sized word cards on the word wall.

Follow-up Practice Activities
In the following week, students can revisit the words they have learned through different activities. Teacher has an opportunity to observe them, correct mistakes and re-explain and re-demonstrate what is being learned.

The following activities can take place in one session or many:

· Sight Word Quiz: Ask students to take out their word cards and lay them on their desks. Say, ‘Show me “away”.’ Students find the word card and hold it up as quickly as they can. 

· Class Story: Write a story as students use the sight words to create it.

T: I like to… 
(The teacher (T) picks a student to add a word to the sentence.)
S: I like to play in the playground.
(T then writes that and adds more.)
T: I like to play with my ______ friend in the playground. 
(T asks if anyone can fill in a word that makes sense.)
S: I like to play with my best friend in the playground.
(T fills in the word best and adds another sentence.)
T: We like to jump and ______ . 
S: We like to jump and run.
T: Sometimes we run ______ to the hill. 
S: Sometimes we run up to the hill.

The story can be posted on the word wall and read together every day.

· Sight Word Dictionary: Pass around a sight word dictionary for each student to record the sight words they have learned every week. 
· The Little Teachers: Ask students to read out the sight words they have learned to a partner. The partner acts as a little teacher and offers a sticker to the student who can read the 10 words of the week.
· Sight Word Wall: Create a word wall with sight word cards that students have made with attractive decoration. Place it in the classroom where everyone can see it. Teacher can create a themed word wall as a new theme or topic is introduced. Review the sight words on the wall on a regular basis with fun activities such as point and say, matching and concentration.
· Silly Sentence Contest: Using the sight words they have learned, students can create their own funny simple sentences with the help of the sight word cards or dictionary. The student who can write the most sentences / use the most sight words wins. 

Briefly explain to them that a simple sentence has a subject (i.e. a noun) and a verb (i.e. an action word). Demonstrate how to create a sentence by choosing a noun and a verb from the List of Sight Words. Explain to them that sometimes the action words will need to be changed a little (e.g. carry, carries, carried) and that the nouns sometimes are changed to show that there are more than one (e.g. box and boxes). Other things (e.g. adjectives and objects) can be added to a sentence to make it more interesting. Model how to do that before the contest begins.
· Sight Word Matching: Prepare two sets of the word cards that have been introduced in the week. To help students remember the words, have them say each word as they turn a card over. They can keep the cards when they match AND they can say the word. To challenge them, ask them to create a sentence using the sight word. 
Supplementary Activity 1: Bang, Zap, Pow!
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Objectives:
Students will be able to
· read the sight words assigned by the teacher
Materials:

· 7 cards with the word ‘Bang! Put all your cards back!’

· 5 cards with the word ‘Zap! Miss a turn!’

· 5 cards with the word ‘Pow! Take one more turn’

· A set of sight word cards (in PowerPoint / Word format)

Preparation:

· Print and cut out the playing cards. Laminate them so that they can be used again.

· Teachers can choose some of the sight words to focus on. They can be words from the materials that are recently introduced, words that are commonly used at students’ level or words that are grouped under a certain theme or category.

· Mix up the cards and put them in a bag or a box.

Procedure:
Warm up (5 minutes)

1. Briefly review the previously learned sight words.

Bang, Zap, Pow! (10 minutes)

1. Explain the rules of the game to students
· All the sight word cards are kept in a bag.

· Reach in and grab a card from the bag.

· If you grab a word card and can read it aloud, you can keep it. If not, you have to put the card back.

· If you grab a Bang! card, you put all of your cards back into the bag.

· If you grab a Zap! card, you miss a turn.

· If you grab a Pow! card, you can take one more card from the bag.

2. The game ends when all cards are gone.

3. Give a small prize to the winners who have got the most cards.
4. Put sets of cards in the classroom. Students can play this game during free time.
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Supplementary Activity 2: Sight Word Slap
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Objectives:
Students will be able to
· read the sight words assigned by the teacher
Materials:

· A set of sight word cards (in PowerPoint / Word format)

Preparation:

· Print and cut out the sight word cards. Laminate them so that they can be used again.

· Teachers can choose some of the sight words to focus on. They can be words from the materials that are recently introduced, words that are commonly used at students’ level or words that are grouped under a certain theme or category.

Procedure:
Warm up (5 minutes)

1. Briefly review the previously learned sight words.

Sight Word Slap (10 minutes)

1. Get students to form groups of four or five.

2. Give each group a set of sight word cards, the number of which may vary among groups in respect to their learning progress.
3. Mix up the cards and distribute them evenly to everyone in the group.

4. When the game begins, have the cards face down. In turns, students turn over a card and place it on the desk so that everyone can see.

5. The first one who can say the word on the card can slap it and take it.

6. The game finishes when all the cards are gone. 

7. Give a small prize to the winners who have got the most cards.

8. Put sets of cards in the classroom. Students can play this game during free time.

Supplementary Activity 3: Sight Word Slap (Teamwork)
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Objectives:
Students will be able to
· read the sight words assigned by the teacher
Materials:

· A set of sight word cards (in PowerPoint / Word format)

Preparation:

· The teacher can choose some of the sight words to focus on. They can be words from the materials that are recently introduced, words that are commonly used at students’ level or words that are grouped under a certain theme or category.

· Print and cut out the sight word cards. Laminate them.

· The cards should be big enough for the whole class to see.

· There should be enough cards for all students to play at least once. (For a class of 30 students, there should be at least 15 word cards.)

Procedure:
Warm up (5 minutes)

1. Briefly review the previously learned sight words.

Sight Word Slap (Teamwork) (15 minutes)

1. Divide the whole class into two teams.

2. Post the sight word cards on the board. Read aloud the words together.

3. Ask each team to send a representative to the starting point to get ready. 

4. Read a word from the board and the representatives slap the word. The first one who slaps the right word keeps the card for the team.

5. The new representatives come up and get ready for the next round.

6. The game finishes when all the cards are gone. 

7. Give a prize to the team who has got the most cards.

8. To avoid collision, students can stand in front of the board and point to the words using a pointer.
Supplementary Activity 4: Sight Word Fishing
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Objectives:
Students will be able to
· read the sight words assigned by the teacher
Materials:

· Sets of sight word cards (in PowerPoint / Word format). There should be enough sets of cards so that each group of four to five can have 2 sets of cards. Each set should have different colours / shapes.
Preparation:

· Teachers can choose some of the sight words to focus on. They can be words from the materials that are recently introduced, words that are commonly used at students’ level or words that are grouped under a certain theme or category.

· Print and cut out the sight word cards. Laminate them.

Procedure:
Warm up (5 minutes)

1. Briefly review the previously learned sight words.

Sight Word Fishing! (10 minutes)

1. Explain to students that they will go ‘fishing’ today using the sight words they learned.

2. Ask them to form groups of four or five.

3. Each group will be given two sets of the sight word cards with different colours / shapes.

4. Put one set of the cards on the desk so that everyone can see the words on them.

5. Mix up the other set of the cards and distribute them evenly to every one in the group.

6. Students have to find the word on the table (i.e. the fish in the sea) to match with the cards in their hand in a set time (e.g. 30 seconds)

7. When the time is up, the one who has got the most cards wins.

8. Put sets of cards in the classroom. Students can play this game during free time.

A sample set of the fish word cards



A sample set of the word cards

	please


	good

	have


	am

	like


	so


	soon


	there



Supplementary Activity 5: Picture / Phrase Matching
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Objectives:
Students will be able to
· read the sight words assigned by the teacher
· match the sight words to the pictures
Materials:

· A set of sight word cards (in PowerPoint / Word format)

· Pictures of the sight words cut out from magazines, PowerPoint flash cards or simple line drawings

Preparation:

· Teachers can choose some of the sight words to focus on. They can be words from the materials that are recently introduced, words that are commonly used at students’ level or words that are grouped under a certain theme or category. 

· For more able students, word phrases can be used. For example, use the phrase ‘Come on!’ instead of the single word ‘come’

· Draw or glue the pictures onto cards. Laminate them. There should be enough picture cards for half of students in your class.

Procedure:
Warm up (5 minutes)

1. Briefly review the previously learned sight words.

Picture / Phrase Matching (10 minutes)

1. Give each student a card with either a sight word or a picture.

2. Tell them that they must find the card that matches theirs. One picture will be matched to one word or phase card.

3. When they find their match, they should stand next to the person who has the matching card.

4. The game is over when all students have found their match.

5. Collect and mix up the cards after each game, then distribute them and play again.

6. Keep sets of cards in the classroom. Students can play this as an individual matching game during free time.

Supplementary Activity 6: Sight Word Bingo!
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Objectives:
Students will be able to
· read the sight words assigned by the teacher
Materials:

· A list of target sight words

· Sight Word Bingo cards for every student  

Preparation:

· Teachers can choose some of the sight words to focus on. They can be words from the materials that are recently introduced, words that are commonly used at students’ level or words that are grouped under a certain theme or category. 

Procedure:
Warm up (5 minutes)

1. Briefly review the previously learned sight words.

BINGO (10 minutes)

1. Draw a large Bingo grid (4 X 4 squares) on the board. Hand out the Bingo cards.
2. Tell students to write a different sight word in each square on the card. They can find words from the words listed on the board, the sight word dictionary or their own word cards.

3. Tell them their card must be different from the cards of classmates nearby.

4. Collect the cards when they are done. Mix them up and give one to each student.

5. To play the game, call words at random, using the sight words on the list. 

6. Another way to do it is to read a sentence with a word missing. Ask them to pick the word that fits in well. For example, ‘I _____ to the library yesterday’ is a clue for the word ‘went’.
7. Put down the words on the board and let students do the checking. As a word is called, students mark it with a pencil.

8. When a student has marked a full row across, down or diagonally, he or she calls out ‘BINGO’. Check the card for accuracy using the list of words on the board and award a prize to the winner.  

9. Play several games and trade cards after each one.

 

Supplementary Activity 7: Sight Word Twister
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Objectives:
Students will be able to
· read the sight words assigned by the teacher
Materials:

· Some chalk

· A set of body part cards: Four laminated cards with the words ‘right foot’, 'left foot’, ‘right hand’, and ‘left hand’ respectively

· A set of target sight word cards (about 20 words)

Preparation:

· Teachers can choose some of the sight words to focus on. They can be words from the materials that are recently introduced, words that are commonly used at students’ level or words that are grouped under a certain theme or category. 

· This can be used as a revision activity after the target sight words are introduced.

· This game should be played in the playground or a spacious area with a concrete floor. 

Procedure:
Warm up (5 minutes)

1. Briefly review the previously learned sight words.

Sight Word Twister (10 minutes)

1. Draw a ‘Twister’ mat (as indicated on the next page) with chalk on the floor. Write the target sight words in each circle.

2. Ask students to pair up. Invite two pairs to start first.
3. Pick two body part cards and two sight word cards for the first player.

4. Following the combination of the cards, the player has to place the matching feet or hands on the right words. (E.g. ‘right hand’ – ‘ask’ and ‘left foot’ – ‘from’)

5. Ask the player to read out the words when moving.

6. Put the chosen cards back to the sets. Repeat step 4-6 for the next player in another pair.

7. Continue in this manner until someone falls down or fails to do the next move. Eliminate the losing pair and replace it with the next pair.

8. Put sets of cards in the classroom. Students can play this game during free time.

An example of the Twister mat:



The body part cards:

	Left Hand

	Right Hand


	Left Foot
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	Right Foot
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A Diagnostic Tool
The following story contains almost all sight words on the CDI Wordlists (KS1). By asking students to read the story, teachers can assess their learning progress.
The Best Thing in the World

Once upon a time, there were an old king and his three sons. They lived in a far away land. One day, he told them, ‘I will not live for long. Today you must start your journey to see the world. In a year, bring back the best thing in the world. The one who can find the best thing will be the new king.’

The first son said, ‘I am going to every city and town. I will buy the best thing.’ 

The second son said, ‘I will go over the sea by ships. I will pick something better.’ 

The youngest son said, ‘I will ask the people in our own land to tell me the best thing. 

‘Ha ha,’ the other two sons began to laugh and said, ‘you will never be the king!’

On the next day, the youngest son set off on the journey. On a hill, he met a farmer. He was putting seven big bags on a black horse’s back. 

‘Could you help me hold the horse?’ the farmer asked. 

‘Yes, certainly,’ the boy said. ‘What do you carry in those bags?’ 

‘The best thing in the world,’ said the farmer. ‘These are full of good red apples which fall from my five apple trees.’

‘I don’t think that would work,’ said the son to himself. ‘I must try again.’ 

As he came down the hill, he saw a little girl crying. He ran to her. 

‘Why are you crying?’ he asked. 

‘I want to get some water,’ the girl said. ‘My mother does not feel well. She has a cold. My father and I want to do the housework for her. We need some clean water to make hot soup and to wash the clothes. But I don’t know where to go.’  

He took her to a well and said, ‘Here it is. Let me show you how to get water out of it.’ He helped the girl pull up the bucket and carry the water home.

‘Thank you very much! Now I know how to use a well bucket and I can do it myself! This is the best thing in the world,’ said the girl. ‘Please take this, sir.’ She gave him four pretty yellow flowers and went into the house.

Then he went to a village. He found a small brown bird. It could not fly because its wings were hurt. So he put it in his pocket to keep it warm. He gave it water to drink and food to eat. He made it a bird house with some grass.

Six or seven days later, the bird got better. It could sing and fly around. A sad and lonely man sat under a tree. He looked at the bird and said, ‘What a lovely bird! I wish I would have it. If I have it, I will make it grow happily.’

‘Yes, you may have it,’ said the boy. 

‘Thank you, sir. I don’t have any friends. The bird is the best thing in the world!’ the man said merrily.

Every day the son walked eight or ten hours. He asked people about the best thing in the world. Some said it was best to run, jump and play with friends. Some said it was best to ride a fast horse. Some said it was best to sleep on the green grass under the warm light of the sun. Others said it was best to walk on the field. 

On his journey, he always helped people in need. Soon he had many friends. People started to like him. They would say, ‘There goes the king’s son. He is so kind and friendly. He would be the right king for us!’ Every door was open to him. People would call him to stop and visit their house. After they ate, he would sit down with the children and read together. He also taught them to draw and write.

Just before the year was done, the three sons went home. The king called them and asked, ‘What did you bring?’ 

The first son said proudly, ‘I have been to many places and I found the biggest blue round diamond for you, father.’ 

‘Very good. How about the both of you?’ said the king.

‘I found the best sword in the world,’ said the second son. ‘It can cut anything.’ 

‘What about you?’ the king asked his youngest son. 

‘Sorry, I have no beautiful thing to give you,’ said the youngest son. 

‘This is too funny!’ said his two brothers. ‘He has nothing!’

‘I bring only the friendship of your people,’ said the youngest son. 

‘That is the best thing in the world!’ cried his father. ‘You shall be the new king!’
	My Sight Word Dictionary


	

	
Aa
	
Bb

	
Cc
	
Dd

	
Ee
	
Ff

	
Gg
	
Hh

	
Ii
	
Jj

	
Kk
	
Ll

	
Mm
	
Nn

	
Oo
	
Pp

	
Qq
	
Rr

	
Ss
	
Tt

	
Uu
	
Vv

	
Ww
	
Xx

	
Yy
	
Zz


Online Activities – Sight Word Park

Learners will learn to recognize and understand sight words by playing four interactive sight word games in the Sight Word Park. Learners can choose to play in Easy or Pro Mode according to their learning progress and needs. Different modes cover different words on the sight word list. Teachers can easily create their own games by entering question stems and options. For details, please refer to the user guide.
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http://wlts.edb.hkedcity.net/en/english/ks2/reading/l3_r_5_p6bc.html
Online Activity 1 – Water Splash

Look for words from the word search puzzle. Teachers can create your own puzzles by entering the target words in a text file provided.
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Online Activity 2 – Sight Word Hunter

Listen to a word and shoot at the correct cardboard animal. Teachers can create your own questions by entering the target words in the text file provided.
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Online Activity 3 – The Spelling Cannon

The letters of words are either missing (Easy mode) or mixed up (Pro mode). Learners have to choose the correct letters / words to complete the game. Teachers can create your own questions by entering the target words in the text file provided.
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Online Activity 4 – Sight Word Express

In each round, a train comes with a sentence. Players need to complete the sentence by filling in the blank with the words provided. A correct sentence will start the train. Teachers can create your own questions by entering the question stems and the options in the text file provided.
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Other Online Resources
Useful Website:
· Enhancing English Vocabulary learning and Teaching at Primary Level (2009)
A resource package produced by the English Language Education Section, Curriculum Development Institute, EDB to promote vocabulary building skills and wordlists for the Primary English Language Curriculum.
http://cd1.edb.hkedcity.net/cd/eng/vocab09
· Mrs Perkin Dolch Words
A website dedicated to providing teachers and parents with everything they need to teach Dolch sight words to their children.
http://www.mrsperkins.com/
Games:

· TVOKids > Games
Melvin's Marvellous Words
Match the words to add to Melvin's Word Wall. The highlight of word shape helps practice sight recognition of high frequency words.
http://www.tvokids.com/games/melvinsmarvellouswords
· Starfall's Learn to Read with phonics > Learn to Read > Sight Word
Make a Match
Click the cards and see if they match. 
http://www.starfall.com/n/matching/sight-words/play.htm?f
· BBC Schools > Words and Pictures > High Frequency Words
Star Words
Drag the words to the correct shape. Teachers can alter the game setting so that the target words can be used in the game. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/wordsandpictures/hfwords/starwords/
· BBC Schools > Dynamo’s > Den
Spellbound
Spell against the clock! Learners look carefully at the word. The letters are then mixed up and learners rearrange the letters to make the word.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/dynamo/den/spelling/index.htm
· ICT Games > Literacy
Dinosaur Eggs
Listen to the word and choose the egg that shows that word. http://www.ictgames.com/dinosaurwordsrepeat.html
· Dolch Word Games
A collection of games from matching, hangman, rearranging sentence to animated stories that cover all the Dolch words.
http://www.netrover.com/~kingskid/sightword/dolchgames.htm
Resources for parents:

· eHow > Home > Education > Learning to Read > Sight Words 
Sight-Word Activities for Parents
http://www.ehow.com/facts_5344777_sightword-activities-parents.html
· Ezine Articles
HOME > Home and Family > Early Childhood Education
Teaching Sight Words - Quick Tips for Parents Helping Their Children Learn to Read
http://ezinearticles.com/?Teaching-Sight-Words---Quick-Tips-for-Parents-Helping-Their-Children-Learn-to-Read&id=5294388
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Bang!


Put your cards back!





Bang!


Put your cards back!
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Put your cards back!
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Put your cards back!





Zap!


You miss a turn!
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You miss a turn!
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I throw away the rubbish.
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This is his bed. 





This is her bed. 
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please





good





Zap!


You miss a turn!











like





so





am





have





there





soon





Zap!


You miss a turn!





Pow!


Take one more card!





Pow!


Take one more card!





Pow!


Take one more card!





Pow!


Take one more card!





Pow!


Take one more card!








I’m sorry! I didn’t know this is your house!


Mama Bear I won’t sleep on his bed again.


I’ll never go to your house again.





This is his bed. 





I’m sorry! I didn’t know this is your house!


Sorry, Mama Bear I won’t sleep on his bed again.








away


 


I throw away the rubbish.











away 























� Research report accessible at the WLTS website: �� HYPERLINK "http://wlts.edb.hkedcity.net/filemanager/file/english/research_report/Phase_II_Report_Final_WLTS.pdf" ��http://wlts.edb.hkedcity.net/filemanager/file/english/research_report/Phase_II_Report_Final_WLTS.pdf�)


� The CDI wordlists include headwords only. The other members of a word family (e.g. ‘painter’ and ‘painting’ in the case of the headword ‘paint’) are not listed separately.
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