Part 3   Reading and Listening Tasks

Situation:

You are John / Joanna Chan, a reporter of the school newspaper.  Your chairman asked you to collect information about 2 famous young people.  You are going to listen to two radio interviews with an Outstanding Student of the Year, Derek Chan and the Olympic athlete, Li Xiang.  As you listen, you need to take down the main points of the interviews.  To help you take notes, you have to practise the following skills first: 

I:  
Noting down relevant information

II: 
Reading for the main idea 

III:
Making notes using a mindmap 

I.  Noting down relevant information

Look at the note sheet below.  Read the headings in the note sheet first to predict what they are about.  Then read an extract from a brochure quickly to complete the note sheet with the relevant information.  Try not to read it word by word.  Focus on locating the specific details required only. 
	Note Sheet

Topic of the Show: __________________________________________________________

Length of the Show: _______________ minutes
Place: ___________________________________________________________________

Language(s):  ( Cantonese   ( English   ( Putonghua

Target Students: _______________________________________________________________
Ticket Price: ___________________________________________________________________

Things to be Learnt: _____________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Telephone Number for Enquiries: __________________________________________________


Extract from a brochure
Journey to Space
Would you like to have a wonderful trip to the Space like what the first American tourist did in 2001? This show, which lasts for 40 minutes, brings you to International Space Station and Mars.  You could learn about how rockets are launched, what weightlessness actually is, how space technology has affected us and how spacemen spend their days inside the spaceship cabin. 

The show is conducted in both Cantonese and English. It is for junior secondary students. It will be held in Stanley Ho Space Theatre of the Space Museum. The ticket price for students is $16.  For advance booking or enquiries please call 2733 2711. 

Suggested answers:

Note Sheet
Topic of the Show: Journey to Space
Length of the Show: 40 minutes 
Place: Stanley Ho Space Theatre of Space Museum
Language(s): Cantonese and English
Target Students: junior secondary

Ticket price: 16 dollars per student
Things to be Learnt:  how rockets are launched, what weightlessness actually is, how space technology has affected us and how spacemen spend their days inside the spaceship cabin
Telephone Number for Enquiries:  2733 2711
II.  Reading for the main idea

Read the following notice of the Student Union for the main idea.  The main idea is the most important thing the writer wants you to know.  It usually lies in the title, the introduction, the ending paragraph and /or the first sentence of each paragraph.

Follow the instructions below to find out the main idea of the notice:

1. Read the title of the text.
2. Read the introduction.

3. Read the ending paragraph.

4. Read the first sentence of each paragraph.
5. Do not read the whole text yet.
6. Summarize the main idea in 1 to 2 sentences.

	The Student Union has conducted a survey on the problems of junior form students and gives some suggestions to the young students. 


Notice of Student Union

Ways of Helping Junior Form Schoolmates to Get Used to New School Life  

The Student Union has conducted a survey recently on the problems of the junior form schoolmates. Let’s see what difficulties our schoolmates are facing and share some suggestions with them.

Many junior form schoolmates have too much homework. One way to help is to manage time better. Making and following a reasonable timetable strictly can help.  Another way is to discuss with their teachers about the submission timelines for assignments if possible. 
Some are too worried about their academic results. There are three ways to relieve the study stress. They can form a class study group, ask the school counsellor for advice and / or join the Big- Brothers-and-Sisters Scheme to learn and share effective learning strategies and study skills.

Students have no idea to make good use of the lunch time.  After lunch, students have nothing to do but roam around in the school or in the shops nearby.  To make good use of the spare lunch time, they can join the Read-and-Talk Lunch Break at the English Corner.  The forum of our Student Union also welcomes them to participate in.


If you have tips to help our junior schoolmates enjoy our school life more, why not write them on the Democracy Wall in the school lobby on the ground floor and share with every member in our school family? 

III.  Making notes using a mindmap

When you are reading a text, making notes can help you get the information and the organization of ideas systematically. One way of making notes is to use a mindmap.  After reading the previous notice, complete the following mindmap.     
Suggested answers: 


IV.  Listening Tasks 
Situation:

You are John / Joanna Chan, a reporter of the school newspaper.  Your chairman asked you to collect information about 2 famous young people.  You are going to listen to two radio interviews with an Outstanding Student of the Year, Derek Chan and the Olympic athlete, Li Xiang.  As you listen, you need to take down the main points of the interviews.  

Listening Task 1 
The Chairman of the Student Union, Derek Chan, has been elected as the Outstanding Student of the Year. He is outstanding in both studies and extra-curricular activities. You are going to listen to an interview with Derek to get some clues on how to strike a balance between studies and extra-curricular activities. 

First take notes on the main ideas in the conversation while listening. Then fill in the mindmap with your notes accordingly.
Tapescript

I: 
Congratulations. 

D:
Thanks a lot. 

I: 
Being an Outstanding Student of the Year must have some golden rule.  Derek, how do you strike a balance between studies and extra-curricular activities?

D:   I make a timetable to schedule time for my work.

I:  
 Do you usually work very late?

D:   No, I usually go to bed at about eleven. Another way to gain more time is to wake up an hour earlier in the morning to do revision. 

I:   You are really an early bird. How do you arrange time for studying different subjects?

D:   I usually study the most difficult subjects first before the one I find interesting. 

I:    How can you join so many activities at a time?

D: 
I think we should have a good planning of activities and clear division of duties in the club committees. 

I:    Do you have good contact with your committee members? 

D:   Yes, having regular meetings with others is the most important for exchange of ideas, mutual understanding and support. 
I:    Thanks a lot for sharing with us.
D:   You are welcome.
Mindmap


                              Main ideas

Listening Task 2 
Your teacher has asked you to write a profile on one of your favourite Olympic Stars. You have chosen Li Xiang.  Your classmate told you that there would be a radio interview with Li Xiang’s mum, dad and coach. Listen to their conversation and note down the key points.  Use as many symbols, abbreviations and note-taking skills you have learnt as possible.  

Tapescript:

I : 
Thanks for being with us today. Congratulations! Li is very tall indeed. Where and when was he born?
M:
In Shanghai on July 13, 1982.

I:
Is he the only child?

M:
Yes, that’s why his grandparents were very excited at his birth. We gathered together to discuss what name we should give him. We finally chose ‘Xiang’.

I:
Is there any special meaning?

M:
It means ‘spreading wings to fly’.

I:
Who took care of him when he was young?

M: 
His grandmother because we were busy working. That’s why ‘Xiang’ loves her very much but she died of cancer in 2001.

I:
When did he start hurdling (jumping over a frame while a few times in running)?

F:
Since he was one head taller than his friends, his sports teacher encouraged him to become a high jumper in 1989, his second year at primary school.

I:
Did you like the idea?

M: 
Honestly speaking, I didn’t because I didn’t want my son to spend too much time on sports. He was doing ever so well at school, always getting high marks in exams and ranking among the top three in his class.

I:
How about you, Mr. Li? What do you think?

F:
I thought it was a good idea for teenagers to get physical training through sports activities. 

I:
By the way, what are his hobbies?

F:
Singing and playing computer games.

I:
Do you think Xiang has the qualities of being a good sportsman?

C:
He really had very good speed. But he also had the most important quality of being a great sportsman - hard work.

I:
Why did he turn to hurdles later?

C:
He did very well in a 110-metre hurdles race during a local secondary school competition in 1996.  Actually, I couldn’t believe that he had been a high jumper before. 

I:
Thanks a lot for having an interview today.

F,M,C : You’re welcome.     

F:  
Li Xiang’s father

M:  Li Xiang’s mother

C: 
Li Xinag’s coach

****** End of script ******

While listening, put the appropriate information in note form.  

The first one has been done for you as example.

	Li Xiang’s Profile

Place of birth: (example) Shangh  / SH
Date of birth: ____________________________________________________

Meaning of his given name : ________________________________________

Hobbies: ________________________________________________________

Person who took care of him: _______________________________________

Reason why his mum didn’t like Xiang to play sports:

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Reason why his dad liked Xiang to receive sports training:

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________  

Qualities of Li Xiang as a sportsman:

1. ___________________________________________________________

2. ___________________________________________________________

Sport he took up before hurdling and the time he started this sport: 

Sport: ___________________________________________________________

Time: ___________________________________________________________




      Suggested answers:

	Li Xiang’s Profile

Place of birth: Shangh  / SH

Date of birth: 13-7-82

Meaning of his given name : spreadg wgs 2 fly 

Hobbies: sing g & playg compu games 

Person who took care of him: grandma 

Reason why his mum didn’t like Xiang to play sports:

sp. 2 much time spts

Reason why his dad Xiang liked to receive sports training:

tngrs get phy traing thru spts acts
Qualities of Li Xiang as a sportsman:

1. gd sp

2. hd wk
Sport he took up before hurdling and the time he started this sport: 

Sport: hi jp

Time: 1989



Problem in Paragraph 1


Have too much homework




































































Manage time better 





Discuss with teachers about the submission timelines for assignments





Introduction 





Main idea


The problems of junior form students


and suggestions to help them





Problem in paragraph 2


Worried about academic results





Problem in paragraph 3


Have nowhere to go after lunch





Form a class study group





Ask the  school counsellor for  advice





Join the Big- Brothers-and-Sisters Scheme





Join the Read -and-Talk Lunch Break at the English Corner English  CornerCorner





Title





Join the forum of the Student Union





How to strike a balance between schoolwork and activities





Make a timetable 





Have a good planning of activities 





Clear division of duties





Studies


(given)





Activities


(given)





Wake up an hour earlier in the morning to do revision





Study the most difficult subjects first





Have regular meetings with others 





Ending paragraph
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