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Territory-wide System Assessment 2011

Primary 3
English Language - Reading

General Observations of 
Students’ Performances
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P.3 English Language – Reading 

Basic Competency Descriptors

Identifying key words

Applying a small range of simple reference 

skills (to obtain information from book covers 

and the contents page)

Understanding the connection between ideas 

by identifying a small range of cohesive 

devices (following pronoun references)

Predicting the meaning of unfamiliar words

Predicting the content
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P.3 Student Performances in TSA 2011
Reading – General Comments 

understand the connection between ideas
with cohesive devices ‘and’

Students were able to…

identify key words with straightforward 

contextual clues and pictorial cues

work out the connection between ideas which 
are less familiar to students

Students were unable to…

identify the implicit connection between two 

or more ideas

4

P.3 Student Performances in TSA 2011
Reading – General Comments 

follow pronoun references (close/not close to subject referred)

predict the content of a chapter in a book

interpret meaning of unfamiliar words with more than one

contextual clues

Students were able to…

obtain information from the contents page of a book and a 

dictionary cover

interpret meaning of unfamiliar words with one contextual clue

Students were unable to…

follow pronoun references when the pronoun referred to more 

than one person
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P.3 Student Performances in TSA 2011
Reading – Strengths

Identifying Key 

Words with

� Straightforward  

Contextual Clues

� Pictorial Cues

•date, venue and starting 

time of a birthday party

•food (pizzas)

•tool for cutting (a pair of 
scissors)

•activity (running)

•action (jumping)

•amount of money ($100)

•month (January)
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TSA 2011

Identifying key words 
with straightforward 

contextual clues
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TSA 2011

Matching of pictures with key words identified 8

TSA 2011

Identifying key words with 
contextual clues and pictorial 

cues
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P.3 Student Performances in TSA 2011

Reading – Strengths

Understanding 

the Connection 

between Ideas

•identifying the connection 

between ideas with the help of 

cohesive devices
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TSA 2011

Identifying the connection 

between ideas with 

‘between…and’
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P.3 Student Performances in TSA 2011
Reading – Strengths

Applying 

Simple 

Reference 

Skills to 

Obtain 

Information 

•obtaining information from 

the dictionary cover

�illustrator

�title

�target readers

•obtaining information from 

the contents page

�no. of chapters
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TSA 2011

Obtaining information on dictionary cover
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TSA 2011

Obtaining information from the 
contents page 
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P.3 Student Performances in TSA 2011
Reading – Strengths

Predicting

Content

•deducing meaning from the 

contents page of a book
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TSA 2011

Deducing meaning from the contents 

page
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P.3 Student Performances in TSA 2011
Reading – Strengths

Following 

Pronoun 

References

•interpreting correctly the 

meaning of the pronouns 

‘They’ and ‘I’
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TSA 2011

Following pronoun 

references – pronoun 
closed to the subject  

referred

18

TSA 2011

Following pronoun 
references – pronoun 

referred to the sender of 
the letter
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P.3 Student Performances in TSA 2011
Reading – Strengths

Interpreting 

the Meaning 

of 

Unfamiliar 

Words

•interpreting the meaning of 

unfamiliar words with the help 

of contextual clues
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TSA 2011

Interpreting the meaning 

of unfamiliar words with 

contextual clues
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P.3 Student Performances in TSA 2011
Reading – Weaknesses

Understanding 

the Connection 

between Ideas

•do not understand the 

connection between ideas with 

cohesive device ‘and’

•do not understand the implicit

connection between two or 

more ideas in longer texts (e.g. 

letters) 

•do not understand the 

connection of ideas in a poem

and instructions
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TSA 2011

Understanding ideas linked 

by ‘and’
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TSA 2011

Matching the picture with ideas linked by ‘and’
24

TSA 2011

Understanding the implicit 
connection of two or more 

ideas



25

TSA 2011

Understanding the 
connection of ideas in a 

poem on a familiar topic

26

TSA 2011

Understanding the 
connection of ideas in 

instructions
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P.3 Student Performances in TSA 2011
Reading – Weaknesses

Following 

Pronoun 

References

•unable to interpret ‘We’ in a 

letter

28

TSA 2011

Following pronoun 
references – refer to 

more than one person
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P.3 Student Performances in TSA 2011
Reading – Weaknesses

Interpreting 

the Meaning of 

Unfamiliar 

Words

•unable to interpret the 

meaning of unfamiliar words 

with the help of contextual 

clues
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TSA 2011

Understanding the 
unfamiliar word with 

contextual clues
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Performances of  P.3 Students from 2008 to 2011

Reading – Strengths – Identify Key Words

•Students were 

capable of 

identifying key 

words related to date, 

time, places and 

amount of money 

with the help of 

straightforward 

contextual clues and 

pictorial cues.

•Many students were 

able to identify key 

words with 

straightforward 

contextual clues.

•Students could 

match key words 

with or without 

pictorial cues.

201120102008
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Performances of  P.3 Students from 2008 to 2011
Reading – Identifying Key Words

•tool (a pair of scissors)

•feeling (happy)

•opinion about a lesson (boring)

•activity (running)

•action (jumping up)

•places (bus stop, Fun Fun

Holiday Centre)

•country (New York)

• food (pizzas)

• date (21st May)

•time (11 a.m. – 4 p.m.)

•month (January, June)

• price ($15, $100)

•location (at the top of a castle)



33

Performances of  P.3 Students from 2008 to 2011

Reading – Weaknesses – Identifying Key Words

-----•identifying key words 

in a poem

•identifying key words 

in a comic

(a big truck)

•matching the key 

words identified 

with the correct 

picture in a story

(sitting next to a 

pond)

201120102008
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Performances of  P.3 Students from 2008 to 2011

Reading – Identifying Key Words

•unable to identify key 
words in longer texts such 
as stories, comics or letters

•able to identify key 
words in short texts (e.g. 
notices) with pictorial 
cues or straightforward 
contextual clues

•able to identify key 
words which are familiar 
to students or related to 
daily life experiences (e.g. 
price, time)

ChallengesProgression of 
Performances
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Performances of  P.3 Students from 2008 to 2011

Reading – Strengths – Connection between Ideas

---

2008

•identifying the 

connection 

between ideas with 

the help of 

cohesive devices 

‘between…and…’

•identifying the 

connection 

between ideas 

with the help of 

pictorial cues

•understanding 

the connection 

between ideas 

using ‘when’

20112010
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TSA 2010

Understanding 

the connection 
between ideas 

with the help of 
pictorial cues 

and cohesive 
devices
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TSA 2010

Understanding 

the connection 
between ideas 

with the help of 
contextual 

clues

38

Performances of  P.3 Students from 2008 to 2011

Reading – Weaknesses – Connection between Ideas

•understanding the 

connection between 

ideas with cohesive 

devices ‘and’ (Buy 

two sandwiches and 

get one FREE)

•understanding the 

connection between 

two or more ideas in 

a letter, a poem and 

instructions (My 

mum let me keep it. I 

was happy.)

•understanding the 

connection between two 

or more ideas with 

cohesive devices ‘but’ and 

‘and’ in a poem and a 

diary

•understanding the 

implicit connection

between ideas in a story

(She is often on television. 

Judy is famous.)

•identifying the 

connection of ideas 

using ‘and’

201120102008

39

Performances of  P.3 Students from 2008 to 2011

Reading – Connection between Ideas

•show difficulty in identifying the 
connection between ideas – with 
more than one piece of 
information

•unable to identify connection of 
ideas less familiar to students 
(e.g. Buy two sandwiches and 
get one free)

•unable to identify the implicit 
connection of two or more ideas

•able to identify the 
connection between 
ideas using ‘and’

ChallengesProgression of 
Performances
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Performances of  P.3 Students from 2008 to 2011

Reading – Strengths – Applying Simple Reference Skills

•Students were 

able to obtain 

information on a 

contents page and 

a dictionary cover.

•Students were able 

to obtain information 

from the contents 

page of a book. They 

could identify the 

content of a chapter 

in a book correctly.

•Students were able 

to identify the title 

of a book and 

information from 

the table of contents. 

201120102008
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Performances of  P.3 Students from 2008 to 2011
Reading – Applying Simple Reference Skills

Contents Page

•no. of chapters in a book 

(4 chapters)

•correct page no. (turn to Page 

24 to find a place for dinner )

•content of a chapter

(about kites in 1998)

Book covers

•book titles (Happy Island)

•illustrator of a book 

(Susan Law)

• title of a book          

(Young Children’s Picture 

Dictionary)

•target reader of a book 

(children from four to six 

years old)
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Performances of  P.3 Students from 2008 to 2011

Reading – Weaknesses – Applying Simple Reference Skills

----•identifying 

information on a book 

cover (the author has 

written 5 books)

•identifying the publisher 

of a book (Easy Holiday 

Press)

•locating information on 

the contents page (content 

of a chapter – to know 

what to do before her trip, 

turn to Chapter 4 to find 

a place to stay on Happy 

Island)

201120102008
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Performances of  P.3 Students from 2008 to 2011

Reading – Applying Simple Reference Skills

•unstable performance 

in identifying the 

publisher of a book

•unstable performance 

in locating information 

in the tables of 

contents (e.g. content 

of a chapter)

• able to obtain 

information from 

book covers (e.g. 

book title, writer and 

illustrator) and tables 

of contents (e.g. 

correct page no. of a 

chapter, no. of 

chapters in a book)

ChallengesProgression of 
Performances
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Performances of  P.3 Students from 2008 to 2011

Reading – Strengths – Predicting Content

•When given 

contextual clues, 

students were able 

to deduce the 

contents of a comic

(Jack was 

surprised when the 

cat jumped onto 

him.)

2008

•When given 

contextual clues in the 

contents page, students 

were able to deduce 

the contents of 

different chapters in 

the book (Chapter 

Four is about “In the 

Playground’ and Page 

2 is about Mary’s 

computer lessons.) 

•When given 

pictorial cues, 

students were able 

to deduce the 

content of a comic. 

(use pictorial cue 

of John’s sleepy 

face and sign of 

sleeping ZZZ to 

predict John is 

sleepy)

20112010
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Performances of  P.3 Students from 2008 to 2011

Reading – Strengths – Following Pronoun References

•Students were 

able to interpret 

reference word 

which was close 

to the subject it 

referred. (‘they’

in a story (John 

and Peter))

•They could also 

follow pronoun 

reference in a 

letter. (‘I’ in a 

letter (Sam))

•Students were 

generally able to follow 

pronoun reference in 

which the pronoun was 

close to the subject it 

referred. (‘you’ in a 

letter (the 3B students))

---

201120102008
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Performances of  P.3 Students from 2008 to 2011

Reading – Weaknesses – Following Pronoun References

•interpreting 

pronoun ‘We’

which referred 

to more than 

one person 

(Sam and his 

mum) in a 

story 

•interpreting ‘They’

correctly as Judy’s 

readers with 

contextual clues in a 

story (pronoun not 

close to the subject 

it referred) 

•interpreting ‘it’

as ‘the Fish 

World’ (pronoun 

not close to the 

subject it referred) 

in a postcard

201120102008

47

Performances of  P.3 Students from 2008 to 2011

Reading – Following Pronoun References

•unable to interpret 

reference words which 

were not close to the 

subjects referred

•unable to interpret 

reference word which 

referred to more than 

one person 

•able to interpret 

pronoun references 

when the pronoun is 

close to the subject 

referred (e.g. ‘you’, ‘I’, 

‘they’)

ChallengesProgression of 
Performances
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Performances of  P.3 Students from 2008 to 2011

Reading – Strengths – Interpreting Unfamiliar Words

•Some students 

could predict the 

meaning of 

unfamiliar words 

by using more 

than one 

contextual clue. 

--------•Students 

performed well in 

predicting the 

meaning of 

unfamiliar words 

by using 

contextual clues 

and pictorial cues. 

201120102008
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TSA 2008

Interpreting the 
meaning of unfamiliar 

words with contextual 
clues and pictorial cues
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TSA 2011

Interpreting the meaning 

of unfamiliar words with 

contextual clues
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Performances of  P.3 Students from 2008 to 2011

Reading – Weaknesses – Interpreting Unfamiliar Words

•interpreting 

the meaning of 

unfamiliar 

words with the 

help of 

contextual 

clues in a story

•interpreting the 

meaning of 

unfamiliar words 

with the help of 

contextual clues in a 

comic

•interpreting 

unfamiliar words  

with the help of 

contextual clues 

in a story

201120102008
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TSA 2008

Interpreting the meaning 
of unfamiliar words with 

contextual clues
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Performances of  P.3 Students from 2008 to 2011

Reading – Interpreting Unfamiliar Words

•unstable performance 

in predicting the 

meaning of unfamiliar 

words with contextual 

clues in longer texts 

(e.g. letter, story, comic)

•able to predict the 

meaning of unfamiliar 

words by using both 

contextual clues and 

pictorial cues

ChallengesProgression of 
Performances


