Activity Plan                 
Films and Film Reviews  Task 6  Identifying Features of a Film Review


Task 6: Identifying Features of a Film Review

I. The task:

· To read a film review and complete a chart to identify the features of a film review

II. Learning objectives:

· To learn the use of simple present in the summary of the plot and the use of simple past to tell one's opinion about a film in a film review

· To learn the use of -ed and -ing adjectives to describe people's feelings and the films

III. Materials:

· LT 6 – Film Review Information Chart

· Textbook / Workbook
IV. Instructions for teachers for setting up the task:

1. Brainstorm with students what information they would give if they are to give a review on a film. List ideas on board.

2. Distribute LT 6 and ask students to work on Activities 1 and 2.

3. Students compare answers in pairs. Stress that there are no absolute answers.
4. Then work on Activity 3 on page 2.

5. Go to Activity 4 and draw students’ attention to the verbs in the review. Teachers explain and make sure students can tell the use of simple present in the summary and simple past in telling one’s feeling. 
6. Refer to the other reviews in the textbook. Highlight the -ed and -ing adjectives used when telling one’s opinion.

LT 6 – Film Review Information Chart

Activity 1: What kind of information is usually given in a film review? Make a guess.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Activity 2: Do you expect to see the following information in a film review? Put a tick √ under ‘Yes’, ‘No’, or ‘Maybe’ to show your guesses.
	What kind of information can be found in a film review?
	Yes
	No
	Maybe

	1. the title of the film 
	
	
	

	2. the name(s) of the main character(s)
	
	
	

	3. the true name(s) of the actor(s) and actress(es)
	
	
	

	4. names of other people who worked to make the film
	
	
	

	5. whether the writer enjoyed the film or not
	
	
	

	6. whether the acting was good or not
	
	
	

	7. the quality of the film e.g. special effects, animation, etc.
	
	
	


Activity 3: Now read the following to see which one(s) of your guesses was/were correct.
	Shrek

Shrek is a smelly green ogre who lives in the forest. He agrees to help evil Lord Farquaad so that he can keep his forest home. Farquaad tells Shrek that Princess Fiona is locked up in a castle. He tells Shrek to rescue the beautiful princess and bring her to him. Shrek sets off to find Fiona with his talkative friend Donkey. They are successful but they do not know that Fiona has a secret – when the sun goes down, she turns into something. Can you guess what?
I really enjoyed Shrek. Donkey was hilarious – he made me laugh so much. I was also moved because the film was a love story!

                           Joe Lam, 11 years old.

(Adopted from Primary Longman Elect 6A, p. 39) 


Correct guesses: Circle the numbers which you guessed correctly: 
             1  2  3  4  5  6  7

Activity 4: Can you study the verbs and the tense used in the review? Tell your neighbour what changes you see in the review about the tense.
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