Teacher’s Notes                                        An Unlucky Day (Hong Kong Adventure 2) 

Teacher’s Notes
Vocabulary Building Skills
Developing vocabulary skills is a crucial foundation for learners to become competent language learners and users. It is essential for them to build a sight vocabulary bank for reading and spelling. They also need knowledge and strategies to decode unknown words they encounter in tasks and reading texts, and to retain them for future use.

Explicit teaching of vocabulary building skills is useful since it empowers learners to carry on learning on their own. Lack of vocabulary knowledge make students fail to become competent language users.

We focus on the development of resources and materials in the following skills:

· Building a sight word bank

· Guessing & Inferring Meaning

· Organizing Vocabulary

· Using and Making Dictionaries

· Word Formation

· Word Association

Word Formation

Learners can increase their word power if they understand the main ways in which words are built:

· Compounding: the formation of words with two or more root words which can stand on one’s own (e.g. boy + friend = boyfriend; foot + ball = football)

· Affixation: the process of adding prefixes (e.g. unhappy) and suffixes (e.g. reporter) to the base words and modifying the meaning and/or part of speech

· Conversion: the process by which the same word may be used in different parts of speech (e.g. a cook, to cook a meal)

· Derivation: the formation of a word from another word or a base word. (e.g. excite ( exciting)
By developing awareness that words are formed in these main ways, learners understand how new words are decoded and how to infer the meanings of words. It helps them to organize known words for use in new contexts.
How to Use This Unit

An Unlucky Day is one of the four units clustered around the topic Hong Kong Adventure. To provide more flexibility and to cater for needs and abilities of students, teachers can adopt and adapt the units in different ways:

Topic: Hong Kong Adventure

	Unit
	Learning Focus
	Teaching Materials
	Remarks

	
	
	Lesson Plan
	PPt  File
	Others
	Online Game
	

	1. Discover Hong Kong
	Compound words
	(
	(
	(
	(
	This unit can be used separately with Level 1 of the game from Unit 4.

	2. An Unlucky Day
	Prefixes
	(
	(
	
	(
	This unit can be preceded by Unit 1. It can also be used separately with Level 2 of the game from Unit 4.

	3. A Day on Cheung Chau
	Suffixes
	(
	(
	
	(
	This unit can be preceded by Unit 1 and 2. It can also be used separately with Level 3 of the game from Unit 4.

	4. Treasure  Hunt
	Compound words 

Prefixes
Suffixes
	
	
	
	(
	This unit can be preceded by either one OR all units above. It can also be used as a self-learning unit.


Unit 4 Treasure Hunt is an online game focusing on vocabulary building skills:

Level 1 — Compound words

Level 2 — Prefixes 

Level 3 — Suffixes 

Level 4 — Consolidating the above skills

Level 5 — Further practice

There are two modes of gameplay. In practice mode, students can choose any level to begin with. It is especially useful for students who have learnt / want to learn a particular word formation skill. In story mode, students have to begin from Level 1. Tutorial lessons are provided so that students can learn and practise at their own pace.
Suggestions on the Teaching Materials
1. LT 1.2  
Teachers can adapt the sorting game in LT1.2 to teach different prefixed words.
To make the games more challenging, a category ‘not a prefix’ can be added to show students that some words starting with the spelling re-, in-, im- and dis- are not prefixed words and thus these spellings do not alter the meanings of them in the same way as prefixes. These ‘non-examples’ can show students that there are exceptions and raise their awareness to prefixes.

Examples:
dis-
	dis-

meaning ‘not’ or ‘opposite’
	dis-

not a prefix

	disappear
	distribute

	distance
	distrust
	discover

	dislike
	distribute
	dishonest

	disagree
	disobey
	disappear


in- , im-

	in-
meaning ‘not’ or ‘opposite’
	in- 

not a prefix
	im-
meaning ‘not’ or ‘opposite’
	im- 

not a prefix

	incomplete
	invite
	
	


	imitate
	inexpensive
	include

	incorrect
	improve
	incomplete

	important
	invite
	impolite

	impossible
	income
	import


re-

	re-

meaning ‘back’
	re-

meaning ‘again’
	re

not a prefix

	return
	redo

replay
	

	redo
	return
	result
	rewrite

	replace
	rebuild
	recess
	repay

	restart
	recycle
	rerun
	rename

	reuse
	reopen
	 reread
	reduce

	rewind
	receive
	retreat
	replay
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