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The following is a speech made by Mr Gregory So, the Secretary for Commerce and Economic Development Bureau at the press conference.
Electric car race to promote tourism  
May 31, 2016Gregory So makes a speech at the press conference.


To attract more tourists, Hong Kong plays host to a variety of amazing and exciting events. They range from world-class sports events to colourful festivals. The Hong Kong Government is keen to organise more events and so we fully support the car race in October 2016.
 
The successful hosting of this new exciting and large-scale event at the Central Harbourfront will help Hong Kong in many ways. This race will become another important event in Hong Kong. It will also show our beautiful skyline and harbour view to the world. We believe this may bring in more tourists to Hong Kong.
 
We are confident that car racing lovers, who are usually high-spending visitors, will come to watch this race in Hong Kong.  Therefore, over the past few months, the Tourism Commission has been preparing several tourist packages, such as combo tickets for visitors' enjoyment at both the car race and our theme parks. 
 
The Government and different industries here have been making great efforts to co-organise the electric car race. With our joint effort, we are confident that the race will be a highlight of Hong Kong's events calendar and a talking point in the city.
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Left: The screen shows the race track. Right: An electric car on display.



Adapted from http://www.news.gov.hk/en/record/html/2016/05/20160531_184239.shtml?pickList=ticker 
Please circle the best answers for questions 1 and 2.
Multiple Choice
1. In paragraph 1, ‘they’ refers to ___________.  
A. the events
B. the car races
C. the Tourism Commission and the Hong Kong Government
D. the tourists 
(ATM 2.5: Students can follow ideas by understanding the use of the pronoun ‘they’ to substitute the noun ‘the events’)

2. This article is about _________________.
A. promoting electric cars
B. organising the sports events and traditional festivals
C. attracting more tourists to Hong Kong
D. selling more tourist packages
 (ATM 3.4: Students can identify the main idea explicitly stated in the text, i.e. ‘We believe this may bring in more tourists to Hong Kong.’)

Short questions
Please give short answers to questions 3 and 4. 
3. When is the car race held? 
    In October 2016.         
(ATM 2.4: Students can locate specific information about the date of the car race by identifying key words ‘the car race in …’) 


4. What has the Tourism Commission been doing to encourage tourists to visit  
     other tourist spots?  
    Preparing tourist packages such as combo tickets.
(ATM 3.2: Students can process complex sentences, i.e. ‘Therefore, over the past few months, the Tourism Commission has been preparing several tourist packages, such as combo tickets for visitor’s enjoyment at both the car race and our theme parks.’)

Long questions
Please answer the following questions in complete sentences. 
5. Why will this event be held at the Central Harbourfront? 
    It will show Hong Kong’s skyline and harbour view to the world. 
(ATM 2.5: Students can follow ideas by understanding the use of the pronoun ‘it’ to substitute the noun ‘the car race’)

* less challenging 
6. Would you like to watch the race? Give one reason to support your answer. 
      (suggested answers)   
    Yes, I would like to watch the race because it is exciting/ it is a world-class  
    sports event. 
    OR
    No, I wouldn’t like to watch the race because it is boring/ it is too expensive. 

(ATM 5.2: Students can make connections between ideas and information not explicitly stated by using semantic and syntactic clues and use personal experiences to form opinions/draw conclusions) 

OR
* more challenging
6. Read paragraph 3. The Tourism Commission has prepared several tourist     
    packages, such as combo tickets for visitors' enjoyment at both the car race and    
    our theme parks. Suggest one idea to promote other tourist spots in Hong Kong.
   
    Students answers may vary
    e.g.  -  Discounts will be provided at restaurants.
            - Shopping discounts can also be given with the tourist packages.
            - Tourists can enjoy buy one, get one free tickets to theme parks.
            - Free tickets will be given for the Peak Tram or Ngong Ping Cable Car when    
               purchasing the race car tickets.
            -Tourists get discounted MTR tickets


(ATM 5.2: Students can make connections between ideas and information not explicitly stated by using semantic and syntactic clues and use personal experiences to form opinions/draw conclusions) 
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  Environmentally-friendly race held in Hong KongAgag believes that one day all the cars in the world will be electric. The race organiser wants to help achieve this, especially for the younger generations, for the kids. He suggested bringing children to watch the race because those children may buy electric cars when they grow up. As a result, we’ll have cleaner cities and a better world in the future.
  Agag disclosed plans to attract about 30,000 fans to the inaugural Hong Kong race on 9 October, with 12,000 tickets for sale.
Pheonix Un

Hong Kong could be the highlight of electric car events.  This race is set to brighten the harbourfront in Central in October. “We’ll have the race in the heart of one of the most beautiful places in the world, which is the heart of Hong Kong,” said Alejandro Agag, the chief executive of the race organiser. “We have just raced in the heart of Paris, which was the highlight of the races. And Hong Kong will be the new highlight of the races.”
According to Agag, only electric-powered cars would be used in the race, which can draw people’s attention to clean energy. “It is not only a race but it also sends a strong message. There are serious environmental problems in the world, including climate change, global warming and pollution,” he said.  He explained that to solve these problems, we need more electric cars in the streets.  Hong Kong is one of the leading cities with electric cars. That is one of the reasons why Hong Kong was selected for the race. Using clean energy is important for climate change.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]The race organiser introduces the electric-powered cars. Below, a participant enjoys a virtual reality car racing experience at the promotion venue.
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(Adapted from The Standard, Pheonix Un, 1 June 2016)

Please circle the best answers for questions 1 to 3.
Multiple Choice
1. In paragraph 1, what does the word ‘highlight’ mean? 
	highlight /ˈhaɪlaɪt/
noun 
1. the best, most interesting or most exciting part of something
2. [plural] the light or bright part of a picture or photograph

verb 
3. to make some parts of your hair a lighter colour than the rest by using a chemical  
    substance on them
4. to mark part of a text with a special coloured pen to make it easier to see



  
   	A. 1
   	B. 2
   	C. 3
 	D. 4
(ATM 4.1: Students can work out the meaning of the word ‘highlight’ by using semantic and syntactic clues)
2.    Read paragraph 2. According to Agag, ‘It is not only a race but it also sends a 
       strong message.’ What is the message? 
          A. To watch the car race.
   	B. To protect the environment.
   	C. To brighten the harbourfront in Central. 
 	D. To sell more tickets. 
(ATM 2.5: Students can follow ideas by understanding the use of simple cohesive devices)



3. Hong Kong was chosen for the car race because _______. 
    (You may choose more than one answer.)
A. it is a city with many electric cars
B. all its cars are electric-powered
C. it has a beautiful harbour view
D. it is part of China
(ATM 3.2: Students can process some compound and complex sentences, i.e. ‘We’ll have the race in the heart of one of the most beautiful places in the world, which is the heart of Hong Kong.’ and ‘Hong Kong is one of the leading cities with electric cars.’)

Short Questions
Please give short answers to questions 4 and 5. 
4. How many people are expected to watch the inaugural race? 
    About 30,000 people________________________________________ .
(ATM 2.4: Students can locate specific information by identifying key words, i.e. ‘plans to attract’, ‘fans’ and ‘the inaugural race’)

5. This race may draw people’s attention to the environmental problems in 
    the world.  Name two environmental problems you can find in this text.
    Climate change, global warming and pollution (Any two of them )____________
    ____________________________________________________________
(ATM 4.2: Students can locate details which support the main ideas from different parts of a text)


Long Question
Please answer the following question in complete sentences.
6. Would you buy an electric car when you grow up?  Give one reason to support 
    your answer.
   (suggested answers)    
    Yes, I would buy an electric car when I grow up because we’ll have cleaner cities.  
 
    No, I wouldn’t buy an electric car when I grow up because I use bicycles.
(ATM 5.2: Students can follow the development of main ideas and make connections with ideas not explicitly stated in the text)
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