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Vocabulary Building Skills
The Importance of Vocabulary Learning and Teaching
A research project on the Study of Using Assessment Data to Enhance Learning and Teaching (English Language Education)
 carried out in 2009 found that many weaker students did not have adequate vocabulary to cope with the Territory-wide System Assessment (TSA) reading tests at their levels. The findings imply that direct and explicit learning and teaching of vocabulary would benefit students in their development of reading competency. 
The English Language Curriculum Guide (Primary 1-6) (Curriculum Development Council 2004) emphasizes that having adequate and appropriate vocabulary is essential in communication and thus the teaching of vocabulary building skills should be included in the English Language curriculum. As McNeill (Curriculum Development Institute 2009) points out, ‘One of the obvious implications of the recent research in L2 vocabulary acquisition is that language teachers need to devote more time and effort to vocabulary work in the classroom.’ 

Vocabulary Building Skills
Developing vocabulary skills is a crucial foundation for learners to become competent language learners and users. It is essential for them to build a sight vocabulary bank for reading and spelling. They also need knowledge and strategies to decode unknown words they encounter in reading texts, and to retain them for future use.

Explicit teaching of vocabulary building skills is useful since it empowers learners to carry on learning on their own. In view of this, currently we develop WLTS resource materials with a focus on the following skills:
· Building a sight word bank

· Guessing & Inferring Meaning

· Organizing Vocabulary

· Using and Making Dictionaries

· Word Formation

· Word Association

Word Association
McNeill (Curriculum Development Institute 2009) recommends that helping learners make meaningful associations with words would promote retention of vocabulary.
Learners should develop the awareness of how words can be related to each other in the following ways:

· Synonyms: words with identical or very similar meaning (e.g. happy, glad)
· Antonyms: words with opposite meaning to other words (e.g. bright, dark)
· Homonyms: a group of words that share the same spelling and the same pronunciation but have different meanings (e.g. catch a bus, catch a cold)
· Collocation: the combination of words formed when they are often used together in a way that sounds correct to native speakers of the language (e.g. watch TV and not see TV; make a wish and not do a wish)
· Lexical sets: a group of words with certain kinds of relation (Part-whole relations: face – eyes, ear, mouth, ears; superordinates: furniture – table, chair, desk, cupboard)
To enrich learners’ vocabulary and to help them retain words in memory, attention should be drawn to how words are associated in sets. Cognitive elaboration and multiple exposures help learners develop themselves into productive language users.
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� Research report accessible at the WLTS website: �� HYPERLINK "http://wlts.edb.hkedcity.net/filemanager/file/english/research_report/Phase_II_Report_Final_WLTS.pdf" ��http://wlts.edb.hkedcity.net/filemanager/file/english/research_report/Phase_II_Report_Final_WLTS.pdf�)
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