At the Airport                                                                 


On the Plane

Materials:

‘On the Plane’ tapescript 

Procedure:

1. Teacher gives learners time to read the dialogue as a warm-up activity.

2. Teacher plays the tape for them.

3. While listening, teacher asks questions about the dialogue (e.g. ‘What did Ah Lok want the air hostess to do right after he got on the plane?’, ‘Was he rude?’; ‘Why do you think so?‘ What did the air hostess say?’, ‘Was she polite?’, ‘Why do you think so?’, ‘How did Ah Lok feel?’, ‘How did the air hostess feel?’)

4. In pairs, learners role-play the dialogue. Teacher explains on the different uses of intonation for various purposes (e.g. in expressing commands, warnings, requests, approval and disapproval).

On the plane – Tapescript 
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An 11-year old boy called Ah Lok studied in London. 

Today, he flew back to Hong Kong by himself for a summer holiday. 

He was spoiled by his mum and dad since he was small. 

He got on the plane. He called out loudly to the air hostess, 

L: Hey! Help me put my suitcase into the overhead compartment! 

The air hostess helped Ah Lok put his suitcase up there.

L: I want a glass of coke!

He was not aware that other passengers were still boarding the plane The air hostess said very politely to him,

A: Could you please wait for a while? I’ll bring you the drink after the plane takes off.

L: No no, I want it now because I’m thirsty!

A: Alright, I’ll bring it to you.

The air hostess was nervous of unreasonable customers.

After a while, Ah Lok called another air hostess,

L: It’s hot, too hot here. Turn up the air-con!

A: Oh, I’m sorry, sir. I can’t do that because the plane is taking off right now. The air-con will be back to normal very soon. Would you like to take off your coat?

L: No.

L: Bring me a glass of tomato juice at once! 

(Voice over: For your own safety, please fasten your seat belt while seated.)

The seat belt sign was on but Ah Lok did not fasten his seat belt while standing up. The air hostess came,

A: Sir, would you please fasten your seat belt? 

L: Oh no! You people are so annoying! I’ll tell my Mum and Dad never to travel by this airline again!

Suddenly, the plane went unstable. Ah Lok fell down onto the floor and knocked his head badly. It was because he did not wear his seat belt. 

This was a punishment for him. He would always remember this for the rest of his life.
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