Activity One   Learning to read for main ideas 
You are Chris, your English teacher, Mr Mo, is giving you a lesson on reading comprehension. Follow his instruction and try to find the main ideas in the articles for reading.
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When we read an article, we can ask 

‘WH’ questions – what, who, when, where, why and 

How .
        Notice that not all of these ‘WH’ questions can be asked. 
Only when the article is about people and what they have done, 
should we use such questions. For different types of articles, there

are slight changes. In this lesson, we are reading articles about 

people and a festival. Therefore, we will be asking questions with

what, who, where and when only to get the main ideas in them.       

 



Irish in America 
Cities like New York and Boston have a 

large Irish population because millions of

Irish people moved to North America. The 

most famous Irish Americans in the 20th 

century were the Kennedy family. John F. 

Kennedy, the second eldest boy of Joseph

and Rose, was born in Boston. He later 

became president of the United States. 
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Practice 1   Put the information into the blanks for Mr. Mo. 



Practice 2  Fill in the blanks with main ideas from Irish 
in America. 

	Main ideas in ‘Irish in America’

	1.

2.

3.

4. 




Practice 3  Fill in the following sentences with words / ideas from ‘Irish in America’.

1.  John F. Kennedy __________ an Irish immigrant in ______________________ who became a _________________ there.

2.  John F. Kennedy, an ______________________ , became _______________

  in _________________________.

3.  John F. Kennedy, whose father was  ____________________________, was a ________________________ in ____________________________.
4.   _____________________________________________________________________ 
  ______________________________________________________________________
5.   ______________________________________________________________________
  ______________________________________________________________________
Suggested answers 
Practice 1 

Practice 2 
	Main ideas in Irish in America

	1.  John F. Kennedy 

2.  an Irish immigrant

3.  became a president

4.  in America / United States


Practice 3 
Fill in the following sentences with words / ideas from ‘Irish in America’.

1.  John F. Kennedy ___was___ an Irish immigrant in __America__ who

became a ___president __  there.

2.  John F. Kennedy, an _Irish immigrant__ , became __a president __ in 
America / the United States   .
3.  John F. Kennedy, whose father was  _an immigrant from Ireland_, was a __president _ in __America / the United States__.

.  


.























After finding the main ideas, you will try to write one sentence which includes all the main ideas. You may write your sentences in any way you like.











Main ideas in Irish in America


Who  :     Irish people         


           John F. Kennedy     


Where :     America / United States 


What  :     became president   





When we read an article, we try to understand the main idea, or get the information the writer tells us in the article.











How to get the main ideas in a text ?


There are some words more important than others. 





Usually when we put these important words together, we know what the article tells us. That is the main idea.








OK, class, let’s 


read this article as an example.


What happened ? 


Where did it happen?








Now, before reading an article, we


can see there is a title at the top of it. It can tell us something.





What does the title tell us ?


The title ‘Irish in America’ is about the Irish people in a country called America. So the important words are ‘Irish’ and “America’ Now we know what the article is about and where it took place.





Next, we want to know who – a person, had done something important.





It is John F. Kennedy. 





Try to read the title.


See what you can get from it?





What have we got so far ?


For what, we know it is about Irish people.


For where, we know it is in America. 


For who, we know, it is about John F. Kennedy.





Now, we are ready for the last thing. That is : what did John Kennedy do in America ?





Of course, nothing else, he became president of the United States in America. 





Let’s sum up what we have done about what, where and who in this article. 




















 





What  : 


Where :  


Who   :  





Main ideas in Irish in America


Who  :   _______________ people


         ____________________


Where :   _________________/ _________________________ 


What  :   ___________________________________________





The information we got from the article is in fact the main ideas. They are :


___ ?____ ___?____ ___?___ ___?___
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