Part Two  Reading Comprehension exercises on reading for main ideas

 A.  Read the dialogue about Tommy’s conversation with his mother and then do the exercises that follow. 


i. Write out the important words in the dialogue.
	Important words 

	Who ?
	Mother; ____________

	Where ?
	home

	What ?
	Tommy __________________ tired

Tommy needs _________________

Tommy has to _________________

	Important words 
	


  ii.   Use words from ‘Poor Tommy’ to fill in the blanks in the following sentence. 

        Tommy’s  _______________ told him to _________________ the __________________before _______________________.

B.  Read this article about St Patrick’s Day and then do the exercises that follow. 


i.    Circle important words in St Patrick’s Day from below.
         celebrate     St Patrick’s Day      important festival     parades    dancing 

Irish music    special way          famous street        green      New York 
Boston       approve 
ii. Fill in the following sentence with the important words you have circled above.. 
_____________ Day is an important _______________ in ____________ and _____________, ____________ with dancing and _______________.

iii. Fill in the spaces in the box with information from the passage. 
	               Fact sheet about St Patrick’s Day

	Celebration of St Patrick’s Day
	past
	a________________ festival. 

	
	now 
	1. ________________________
2. dancing ________________________________

3. Large _____________ in Boston and 
_________________________ in New York.


iii.  Summarize the main ideas of St Patrick’s Day in one sentence. You may use the following words for your sentence. 
    St Patrick’s day    celebrate      Boston         New York       green

Irish music        dance          parade        Fifth Avenue       

   ___________________________________________________________________

   ___________________________________________________________________

                                       END

Suggested answers
    A.  Poor Tommy 
i   Write out the important words in the dialogue.
	Important words 

	Who ?
	Mother; _Tommy__

	Where ?
	home

	What ?
	Tommy __looks / is__ tired

Tommy needs __sleep__

Tommy has to __finish   his Geography project___

	Important words 
	mother
Tommy
finish Geography project
before sleep 


  ii.   Use words from ‘Poor Tommy’  to fill in the blanks in the following sentence. 

        Tommy’s  __mother _tells him to __finish __ the __Geography project _before __he sleeps / he goes to bed__.

B.  St Patrick’s Day 
 i.  Circle important words in St Patrick’s Day from below.


         celebrate     St Patrick’s Day      important festival     parades    dancing 

Irish music    special way          famous street        green      New York 

Boston       approve 

ii. Fill in the following sentence with the important words you have circled above. 

_St Patrick’s_ Day is an important __festival__ in _Boston__ and __New York__, celebrated with dancing and  _ parades___.

iii. Fill in the spaces in the box with words you have circled. 
	Fact sheet about St Patrick’s Day

	Celebration of St Patrick’s Day
	past
	a__religious__ festival. 

	
	now 
	1.   parties   

2.  dancing   to Irish music__

3.  Large __parades__ in Boston and 

__Fifth Avenue__ in New York.


St Patrick’s Day


People started to celebrate St Patrick’s Day in Boston in 1737. Today, people still celebrate this important festival. However, it is more of a time for parties and dancing to Irish music than a religious festival. In Boston and New York, large parades are held on St Patrick’s Day. In New York, the city uses the colour green in a special way. On this day, even the white line that runs down the centre of Fifth Avenue is re-painted green ! Fifth Avenue is a famous street where the parade takes place. Would St Patrick approve ? Who knows ?

















Poor Tommy!


Mother:  Tommy, go get some sleep. You look terribly tired.


Tommy :  I can’t do that. I have got to finish my Geography project tonight. 


Mother :  In that case, you go wash your face and try your best to finish it before you fall asleep.











PAGE  
5

