Telling the Story about Pinocchio                                                   


Telling the Story about Pinocchio

Materials:
the story “The Adventures of Pinocchio” http://www.classicreader.com/booktoc.php/sid.3/bookid.129/
(Remark: This very rich text is for teachers to make adaptive use in order to cater for the needs and abilities of their students. For a simplified version of the story, please go to http://www.childrenstory.info/childrenstories/Pinocchio.html)



  blank paper

coloured pens

some scissors

glue

rubber bands

Procedure:

	
	Suggestions 

	1. Teacher shows learners pictures or realia.


	· A wooden puppet (marionette).

· Pictures of an old man, a fairy, a cricket, a fox, a cat, a snail, etc. 

	2. Teacher introduces the setting and characters of the story and invites learners to guess what the story is about.
	· The setting: Old Geppetto was a wood carver. One day, he made a puppet that could move. He loved the puppet as if he was his son. 

· The characters include Pinocchio, Geppetto, Fairy, Talking Cricket, Fox, Cat, Snail, etc.

· The story is about the adventures of the puppet, Pinocchio. 

· If he told lies, his nose grew longer. 

· He was very naughty at first. In the end, he became good and turned into a real boy.

	3. Teacher tells the story. 

(a) Teacher helps learners understand the story by using semantic and graphophonic strategies to guess the meaning of unfamiliar words.

(b) Teacher takes on the roles of the characters and the narrator by adjusting the intonation, gestures and facial expressions accordingly.
	· Using pictures or relevant props: 

· e.g. Using paper cones of different heights as Pinocchio’s noses when he told lies.

· Using paper donkey ears and a donkey mask to illustrate how Pinocchio was changed to a donkey. 

· Using different gestures and voices.

	4. Teacher invites learners to guess the story development.


	· Inviting students to make predictions on what Pinocchio would do:

· after learning he might multiply the number of gold pieces in the Field of Wonders.

· at his friend’s invitation to the Land of Toys where children could play all day.

· after meeting his father, Geppetto, in the big shark’s belly.

	Teacher may conduct the following where appropriate:



	(a) Teacher asks questions to check learners’ understanding of the story.


	· Suggested questions: 

· Why didn’t Pinocchio go to school at the beginning?

· If you are Pinocchio, what will you do with the gold pieces?

· Do you want to go to the Land of Toys where you may play all day? Why?

· Why could Pinocchio become a real boy in the end?

	(b) Teacher invites learners to give response to the story by:

(i) miming some characters.
(ii) acting out a part of the story they like.
(iii) re-telling a part of the story they like.
	· Putting learners into small groups.

· Guiding learners to identify/choose a part of the story that interests them.

· Giving learners time for discussion and organizing ideas.

· Giving learners blank paper, coloured pens, some scissors, glue, rubber bands for drawing pictures and making props. 

· Encouraging other learners to make guesses when a group is miming some characters.
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