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Overview

1. STAR Online Assessment & Writing Assessment

2. Performance Analysis

3. Performance of P3 Students in Participating Schools in 2020

Listening, Reading & Writing

• Student Performances (Strengths and Weaknesses)

• Conclusion

P3 English Language



Performance Analysis

Own school All participating schools

Data analysis ✓ ✓

Descriptions ✓

• Participating Schools can obtain the 

following information:

P3 English Language
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BCA Webpage:

www.bca.hkeaa.edu.hk

Assessment Materials P3 English Language
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STAR Assessment 

• Specific question intents - Basic 

Competency (BC) descriptors provided 

by Education Bureau (EDB)

• Items cover various BC descriptors and 

each student does one sub-paper for 

each subject

P3 English Language



6

Skill
Primary 3 English Language

Paper No. of Items Assessment Time

Listening 3EL1 19 About 20 minutes

Reading 3ER1 20 20 minutes

Writing 3EW1 1 10 minutes

STAR  & Writing Assessment

P3 English Language



P3 English Listening

Performance Analysis for 
Participating Schools
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Performance Analysis for Participating Schools 
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P3 English Listening
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Performance Analysis for Participating Schools 



School’s correct 

percentage vs

Overall correct 

percentage of 

participating schools

P3 English Listening
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Performance Analysis for Participating Schools 



2020 
Primary 3 Listening

P3 English Listening
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P3 English Language – Listening

Listening Tasks

• John’s Birthday Party (conversation)

• Summer Activities (conversation)

• At the Toy Shop (conversation)

P3 English Listening



2020 P3 Exemplar Items (Listening)

P3 English Listening

13

Basic Competency 

Descriptors
Question Intents Items

L2-L-1-P3BC

Discriminating between common 

words with a small range of 

vowel and consonant sounds

Sound Discrimination P2 Q.1

P2 Q.5

L2-L3-P3BC

Using a small range of strategies 

to understand the meaning of 

short and simple texts on familiar 

topics which are delivered slowly 

and clearly in familiar accents

Key words

Connection between ideas

Intonation

P1A Q.2, P1B Q.5

P2 Q.7 & 8

P1A Q.3, P1B Q.3

P2 Q.3

P1A Q.4, P1B Q.2

P2 Q.4



14

2020 P3 Listening
Performance of Participating Students (Strengths)

• identify key words on familiar topics or on topics    

related to daily life experiences with 

straightforward verbal and pictorial cues

• understand the connection between ideas using 

cohesive devices 

• understand ideas in the spoken texts linked by 

‘because’

• understand basic differences in intonation

• discriminate between common words with a small 

range of consonant sounds and ending sounds

P3 English Listening
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3EL1 P2 Q8

Key Words

Familiar Topic: 

Food Items

(91.0%)(1.9%)

(1.5%) (2.1%)

Students were able to

• follow the conversation

• identify ‘sushi’

P3 English ListeningPerformance of Participating Students (Strengths)
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3EL1 P2 Q7

(2.5%)

(2.3%)

(90.6%)

(1.1%)

Key Words 

Familiar Topic: 

Prices

Students were able to follow the 

conversation

• identify ‘$88’

P3 English ListeningPerformance of Participating Students (Strengths)
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Key Words

Related to Daily Life 

Experiences: 

Clothing

3EL1 P1A Q2

(91.8%) (1.7%)

(4.1%) (1.0%)

Students were able to

• follow the conversation

• identify ‘a T-shirt with a       

teddy bear on it’

P3 English ListeningPerformance of Participating Students (Strengths)
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3EL1 P1B Q5

Key Words 

Related to Daily Life Experiences: 

Districts

(3.1%)

(87.6%)

(4.3%)

(1.5%)

Students were able to

• follow the conversation

• identify ‘Wanchai’

P3 English ListeningPerformance of Participating Students (Strengths)



3EL1 P2 Q3Connection between Ideas

and

Students were able to 

understand the ideas 

linked by ‘and’.

(91.2%)

(1.7%) (1.2%)

(2.6%)

P3 English Listening
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3EL1 P1A Q3

Connection between Ideas

but

(2.3%) (2.2%)

(92.6%)(1.3%)

Students were able to 

understand the ideas 

contrasted by ‘but’.

P3 English ListeningPerformance of Participating Students (Strengths)
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Connection between Ideas 

because 3EL1 P1B Q3

Students were 

able to understand 

the ideas linked by 

‘because’.

(84.8%)

(3.2%)

(5.4%)

(3.3%)

P3 English ListeningPerformance of Participating Students (Strengths)



Intonation

Excited

3EL1 P1A Q4

Students were able to 

use the verbal cue:

‘John gave me this bag 

after the party!’

(1.1%)

(2.1%) (93.0%)

(2.1%)

P3 English Listening
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3EL1 P2 Q4

(2.2%) (1.8%)

(3.4%)(89.2%)

Students were able to 

use the verbal cue:

‘Oh, it is $100!’

Intonation

Surprised

P3 English ListeningPerformance of Participating Students (Strengths)



Sunny Bunny, Funny, Hunny

3EL1 P2 Q1

Sally Salad, Sam, Sara

3EL1 P2 Q5

Sound 

Discrimination

(3.1%)

(81.0%)

(5.8%)

(6.8%)

(83.3%)

(2.5%)

(4.4%)

(6.4%)

P3 English Listening
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Students were able to 

discriminate the 

initial consonants.

Students were able to 

discriminate the 

ending sounds.

Performance of Participating Students (Strengths)
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2020 P3 Listening
Performance of Participating Students 

(Weakness)

• understand basic differences in intonation

P3 English Listening



3EL1 P1B Q2

Intonation

Puzzled 

Students were  

not able to use 

the verbal cue:

‘Are you sure you 

want to learn 

cooking?’

(1.7%) (2.8%)

(45.0%)(47.3%)

P3 English Listening
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Performance of Participating Students (Weakness)



Conclusion
Performance of Participating Students in Listening: 
very good

➢ They were able to identify key words on familiar 
topics/related to daily life experiences.

➢ They could understand the connection between ideas 
(e.g. and, but, because).

➢ They were able to understand basic differences in 
intonation.

➢ They could discriminate words with a small range of 
consonant and sounds.

Suggestions for Follow-up in Learning and Teaching

➢ exposure to various tones, different intonations and 
emotions

➢ exposure to a wider range of sounds (e.g. vowels)
27
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P3 English Reading

Performance Analysis for 
Participating Schools
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Performance Analysis for Participating Schools 



P3 English Reading
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Performance Analysis for Participating Schools 



School’s correct 

percentage vs

Overall correct 

percentage of 

participating schools

P3 English Reading
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Performance Analysis for Participating Schools 



2020 
Primary 3 Reading
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2020 P3 English Language – Reading

Reading Tasks:

• A Christmas Party (card)

• John’s Pet Dog (letter)

• Jack and His Sisters (story)

P3 English Reading



2020 P3 Exemplar Items (Reading)

P3 English Reading
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Basic Competency 

Descriptor
Question Intents Items

L2-R-5-P3BC

Using a small range of reading 

strategies to understand the 

meaning of short and simple 

texts with the help of cues

Key words

Connection between ideas

Unfamiliar Words

P1 Q.1, 2 & 5 

P2 Q.4, P3 Q.1

P1 Q.4,  P2 Q.3 & 7, 

P3 Q.6 & 8

P3 Q.5



2020 P3 Reading
Performance of Participating Students (Strengths)

• recognise key words on familiar topics/related to 

daily life experiences 

• understand the connection between ideas using 

cohesive devices

• understand the connection of ideas in a card

• understand the connection of ideas by following 

pronoun references in a letter

P3 English Reading
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3ER1 P1 Q1

(93.2%) (1.5%)

(1.7%)(3.0%)

Key Words

Familiar Topic: 

Dates

Students were able 

to recognise ‘23 

December’ in the 

card.

P3 English Reading
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Performance of Participating Students (Strengths)



3ER1 P3 Q1

(80.9%)

(3.8%)(3.9%)

(9.3%)

Key Words

Familiar Topic: 

Places

Students were able to 

recognise ‘in the trees’ 

in the story.

P3 English Reading
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Performance of Participating Students (Strengths)



Key Words 

Related to Daily Life Experiences: 

Time

3ER1 P1 Q2

Students were able to 

recognise ‘2 pm’ as the 

start time of the party in 

the card.

(88.9%)

(1.8%) (6.2%)

(2.4%)

P3 English Reading
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3ER1 P2 Q4

Key Words

Related to Daily Life 

Experiences: 

Toys

Students were able to 

recognise ‘a ball’ in the letter.

(6.8%)

(9.9%) (77.8%)

(3.5%)

P3 English Reading
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3ER1 P2 Q3

Connection between Ideas

and

(8.8%)

(4.4%) (79.4%)

(5.5%)

Students were able to 

understand the connection 

of ideas linked by ‘and’.

P3 English Reading
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Performance of Participating Students (Strengths)



3ER1 P3 Q8

Students were able to 

understand the connection 

of ideas linked by ‘because’.

Connection between Ideas

because

P3 English Reading
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(5.3%)

(70.0%)

(13.0%)

(9.2%)

Performance of Participating Students (Strengths)



3ER1 P1 Q4
Connection between Ideas in the Card

(86.4%) (2.5%)

(5.9%)(4.6%)

Students were able to 

understand that ‘$30 - $40’ 

referred to the price range 

of the present and ‘$35’ is 

within the range.

P3 English Reading
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Performance of Participating Students (Strengths)



3ER1 P2 Q7

Connection between Ideas

Following Pronoun References in a Letter:

them

(15.0%) (72.4%)

(3.5%)(7.0%)

Students understood 

that ‘them’ refers to 

‘John’s mum and dad’.

P3 English Reading
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Performance of Participating Students (Strengths)



• recognise key words on familiar topics

• understand the connection between ideas using 

cohesive devices

• interpreting unfamiliar words with contextual 

clues and pictorial cues

P3 English Reading
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2020 P3 Reading
Performance of Participating Students 

(Weaknesses)
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3ER1 P3 Q5

Contextual clue

pictorial cues

Unfamiliar Words

bite

(8.1%)(69.1%)

(13.4%)(7.0%)

Some students found it difficult to 

understand the meaning of the 

unfamiliar word even with the 

contextual clues ‘It opens its mouth 

and wants to eat them.’.

P3 English ReadingPerformance of Participating Students (Weaknesses)



3ER1 P3 Q6
Connection between Ideas

and

Some students were not able 

to understand the connection 

of ideas linked by ‘and’.

(61.6%)(7.5%)

(14.8%) (13.5%)

P3 English Reading
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3ER1 P1 Q5

Key words

Familiar Topic: 

People

(5.1%)

(29.8%)

(58.9%)

(5.5%)

P3 English Reading
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Some students failed to 

recognise ‘call my mum’ 

and ‘Peter’ in the card.

Performance of Participating Students (Weaknesses)



Conclusion
Performance of Participating Students in Reading: good

➢ They could recognise key words and understand the 
connection of ideas in a card, a letter and a story.

➢ They could follow pronoun references in reading texts.

➢ They could predict the meaning of unfamiliar words with 
contextual clues and pictorial cues.

➢ The performance of students in understanding the 
connection between ideas using ‘and’’ was unstable –
they performed better when the ideas were more 
straightforward.

Suggestions for Follow-up in Learning and Teaching

➢ exposure to different text-types

➢ teach students how to follow pronoun references in 
continuous prose (e.g. stories, letters) 

➢ teach students to look for contextual clues and pictorial 
cues to work out the meaning of unfamiliar words 48
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P3 English Writing

Performance Analysis for 
Participating Schools
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Performance Analysis for Participating Schools 



2020 
Primary 3 Writing

P3 English Writing
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Basic Competency Descriptors Exemplars

L2-W-3-P3BC

Writing and/or responding to short and 
simple texts with relevant information and 
ideas with the help of cues

No Picnic
Exemplar 1
Exemplar 2
Exemplar 3

L2-W-4-P3BC

Writing short and simple texts using a small 
range of vocabulary, sentence patterns and 
cohesive devices fairly appropriately with 
the help of cues despite some spelling and 
grammatical mistakes

P3 English Writing
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2020 P3 Exemplar Items (Writing)



No Picnic

3EW1 P1

P3 English Writing
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2020 P3  Writing 
Writing Marking Scheme (No Picnic)

P3 English Writing
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2020 P3 Writing
Performance of Participating Students

No Picnic – Content 

• writing a short story with word prompts ‘picnic’, 

‘rain / cannot go’, ‘wet’, ‘sad’

• providing a story about what happened when John 

and his family went for a picnic based on the 

pictures provided

• providing an ending to the story 

• providing a description – quite clear

• a familiar topic to students

P3 English Writing
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Providing Ideas Based on Pictures and Word Prompts

➢ In the Sunday, mum and Dad took me to the picnic. 

➢ They are happy because they go to picnic.

➢ Sam dad take some food to eat.

P3 English Writing
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2020 P3 Writing
Performance of Participating Students

Writing (No Picnic) – Content 



➢ But it rained.

➢ Sam’s Dad say ‘Run home’.

➢ Peter and his mum and dad run home.

Providing Ideas Based on Pictures and Word Prompts

P3 English Writing
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2020 P3 Writing
Performance of Participating Students

Writing (No Picnic) – Content 



➢ They go to home. They are not happy.

➢ They were all wet and sad.

➢ At home, Sam said “oh, we cannot go to picnic 

today.”

Providing Ideas Based on Pictures and Word Prompts

P3 English Writing
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2020 P3 Writing
Performance of Participating Students

Writing (No Picnic) – Content 



Providing an Ending to the Story

➢ They had a picnic at home the boy feel happy.

➢ We cannot go to the picnic but we can watch TV.

➢ In the end, we eat the food at home.

➢ John plays computer games at home. 

➢ Mum think we can make juice. I feel happy.

P3 English Writing
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2020 P3 Writing
Performance of Participating Students

Writing (No Picnic) – Content 



Using Vocabulary Related to the Topic

➢ today, yesterday, on Sunday

➢ fruit, food 

➢ shout

➢ sad, go home, happy

P3 English Writing
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2020 P3 Writing
Performance of Participating Students

Writing (No Picnic) – Language 



Providing Short and Simple Sentences

➢ John was sad.

➢ They go home together.

➢ John and his family were happy again!

Using a Limited Range of Cohesive Devices 

➢ My mom and dad took me to have a picnic.

➢ The family want to go but they cannot go because 

rain came.

P3 English Writing
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2020 P3 Writing
Performance of Participating Students

Writing (No Picnic) – Language 



Exemplar 1

2

1

1

1

P3 English Writing
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2
1

11

1

P3 English Writing
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Exemplar 2



1

1

1

P3 English Writing
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Exemplar 3



Performance of Participating Students in Writing : 
satisfactory
Content

➢ They provided a story with factual account. The ideas were quite 
clear and relevant to the pictures.

➢ Some of them could provide ideas with supporting details.  

Language

➢ They used a limited range of vocabulary, sentence patterns and/or 
cohesive devices in their writing.

➢ Mistakes found in their writing: subject-verb disagreement, errors in 
tenses, incorrect expressions, spelling mistakes

Suggestions for Follow-up in Learning and Teaching
➢ exposure to a wider variety of vocabulary and expansion of 

vocabulary bank

➢ expand on the prompts provided and elaborate on their ideas

➢ increase students’ awareness of possible grammatical and spelling 
mistakes – establish a habit of peer editing

Conclusion

67
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Link for P3 Feedback Survey
小三級意見調查超連結

http://esurvey.hkeaa.edu.hk/TakeSurvey.aspx?Pag
eNumber=1&SurveyID=m8MK7ll5&Preview=true

Thematic Seminar – Feedback Survey
「善用2020年全港性系統評估材料」專題講座意見調查

P3 English Language
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http://esurvey.hkeaa.edu.hk/TakeSurvey.aspx?PageNumber=1&SurveyID=m8MK7ll5&Preview=true


THANK YOU!

P3 English Language
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