
Ms. Sabine Honig

Education Assessment Services Division       22nd December, 2020

THEMATIC SEMINAR  
‘GAINFUL USE OF TSA 

2020 MATERIALS’

SECONDARY 3 ENGLISH

Students’ Performance 
of Participating Schools

S3 ENGLISH



2

Overview

Gainful Use of TSA Materials 2020 – S3 English Language

STAR Online Assessment & Writing Assessment

➢ Performance Analysis

Performance of S3 Students in Participating Schools in 2020

➢ Listening
Performance Analysis 
Strengths & Weaknesses including Examples from the papers
Conclusions

➢ Reading
Performance Analysis 
Strengths & Weaknesses including Examples from the papers
Conclusions

➢ Writing
Performance Analysis
Strengths & Weaknesses
Exemplars
Common Mistakes
Conclusions

S3 ENGLISH
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Performance Analysis

S3 ENGLISH

• Participating schools can obtain the following 
information:

Own school All participating schools

Data analysis ✓ ✓

Descriptions ✓
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Assessment Materials S3 ENGLISH

BCA Webpage:
www.bca.hkeaa.edu.hk
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• Specific question intents - Basic 

Competency (BC) descriptors provided 

by Education Bureau (EDB)

• Items cover various BC descriptors and 

each student does one sub-paper for 

each subject

STAR Assessment S3 ENGLISH



Gainful Use 
of 

TSA 2020 Materials

S3 English Language
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S3 ENGLISH



Gainful Use of TSA 2020 Materials
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Dimension/
Skill

S3 English Language

Sub-paper No. of Items Assessment Time

Listening 9EL1 31 about 35 minutes

Reading 9ER1 36 35 minutes

Writing 9EW1 1 40 minutes

S3 ENGLISH

STAR & Writing Assessment
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S3 English Listening

Performance Analysis 

for 

Participating Schools

S3 ENGLISH



9

Performance Analysis for Participating Schools 

S3 English Listening
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Performance Analysis for Participating Schools 

S3 English Listening
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S3 English Listening

School’s correct 
percentage vs
Overall correct 
percentage of 
participating 

schools

Performance Analysis for Participating Schools 
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2020 
S3 Listening  

S3 English Listening
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Listening  - Text types

Gainful Use of TSA 2020 Materials

Exchanges

• Meeting – planning English Speaking Day

• Conversation – changes to the school canteen

• Discussion – discussing the Film Festival and activities 

S3 English Listening



14

Performance of Participating 
Students in Listening 2020

Strengths

- specific information – both familiar and unfamiliar vocabulary

and topics

- connecting ideas connection – cohesive devices

- connection discourse markers

- discrimination between intonation for a range of purposes

- able to identify tone

S3 English Listening
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Performance of Participating Students 
Listening Examples - Strengths

Specific Information 
Many students were able to work out one of the activities discussed as well as who the person was 
who suggested the activity.

Task Name: English Speaking Day (Meeting) 
Task Content: Planning English Speaking Day

77.5% 78.0%

S3 English Listening
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Task Name: English Speaking Day (Meeting) 
Task Content: Planning English Speaking Day

Tone
Many students were able to work out how Kitty felt about what Phillip said.

75.8%

S3 English ListeningPerformance of Participating Students 
Listening Examples - Strengths
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Connection Discourse Markers 
A considerable number of students were able to work out who Ms. Leung was from the context 
provided. 

65.1%

S3 English Listening

Task Name: English Speaking Day (meeting) 
Task Content: Planning English Speaking Day

Performance of Participating Students 
Listening Examples - Strengths
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Specific Information
The majority of students were able to work out the what kinds of snacks Samantha 
liked.

84.3%

S3 English Listening

Task Name: Kids Health in Hong Kong (Conversation)
Task Content: Discussing the changes at the school canteen and how they affect students

Performance of Participating Students 
Listening Examples - Strengths
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Connection cohesive devices  
A considerable number of students were able to work out the details of the snacks 
Mr. Lai mentioned. 

64.0%

S3 English Listening

Task Name: Kids Health in Hong Kong (Conversation)
Task Content: Discussing the changes at the school canteen and how they affect students

Performance of Participating Students 
Listening Examples - Strengths
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S3 English Listening

Discrimination between intonation for a range of purposes
A considerable  number of students were able to work out how Paul and Rita felt 
when compared to other students.

66.8%

Task Name: Kids Health in Hong Kong (Conversation)
Task Content: Discussing the changes at the school canteen and how they affect students

Performance of Participating Students 
Listening Examples - Strengths
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Specific Information
A considerable  students were able to work out what types of films that Foreign 
Language Club would be looking at.

S3 English Listening

Task Name: Film Festival (Discussion)
Task Content: Discussing the Film Festival and the activities

67.4%

Performance of Participating Students 
Listening Examples - Strengths
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S3 English Listening

Connection Cohesive Devices
A considerable number of students were able to work out what films and activities 
the junior form students liked during the Film Festival.

Task Name: Film Festival (Discussion)
Task Content: Discussing the Film Festival and the activities

68.2%

Performance of Participating Students 
Listening Examples - Strengths
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Weaknesses
- unfamiliar words/expression 
- connecting ideas – cohesive devices and discourse markers 
- specific information – unfamiliar vocabulary and topics  SPELLING
- distinguishing main ideas from supporting details
- tone

Still an area of weakness is the integrated section where students are required to write short 
one word answers/fill in the blanks. 
This is where they have to rely on their spelling skills as well as their listening skills. There are 
still issues with spelling and this year again with the spelling of simple words they should be 
familiar with and be able to spell – numbers – cardinal and ordinal. This year, even a simple 
surname seemed to be difficult for students. This indicates that they are not relying on their 
listening skills or that they are hearing something other than what is said. 

This year the integrated section was in 9EL1 Part 1, Part B and the topic was about English   
Speaking Day and the activities. It required students to complete entries in a notepad 
with one word answers – prompts were provided to assist students.  

Performance of Participating Students in 
Listening 2020
Weaknesses

S3 English Listening
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9EL1  
Part 1 Pt. B 
Q.12 - Q.15

15. 23.8%

Specific information
Students did not  write 
the answers correctly.

10. 43.6%

S3 English Listening

9. 46.7%

Performance of Participating Students 
Listening Examples - Weaknesses
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9EL1 – Part 1                Part B - Integrated task – fill in blanks – specific information

Spelling variations for questions 9 to 15

(9) 
first

(10) 
interesting

(11)
6/six

(12)
lunch 

(13) 
2/two

(14)
4/four

(15) 
Mr. Chan

1st – students didn’t 
know the difference 
between the adverb 
and ordinal number

Bookmark/
Bookmarks/
bookmarks

1/2/3/4… 1/2/3/4… 1/2/3/4/5/6… 1/2/3/4/5/6
… 150/169…

1/2/3/4/5/6…

1 Buy book book are 30people activities

Best/best A/C/D/X… bookmark(s) bookmark(s) five 4 metting all

Activities/
activities

Careful budget A/C/D… Four/four A/a are

a/A easy closed Finish Good bookmarks bookmark

Fist/fist Excellent Colour pen(s) finished materials Mir Chen

frist Excited/
excited

Four/four IDK/idk IDK/idk/I 
don’t know

money Mr/Mrs 
Chang/Cheung

fun exciting Game luch Kelly/Kitty/
Mary

papist bag Ms/Mr Leung

Good/good fun/funny Idea luch time money

Happy/happy Good/good IDK/idk lucnch more

held Great/great two lunch time the

School/school IDK/idk/Idk lunk

All options also had random 
words/letters and symbols 

filled in that had no 
connection with what was 

being asked for

S3 English Listening
Performance of Participating Students 

Listening Examples - Weaknesses
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Connection Cohesive devices 
Students had difficulty in identifying all of the reasons why Phillip liked the idea of the tissue box 
activity. 

A: 11.5%
B. 42.8%
C. 12.9%
D. 31.3%

S3 English Listening

Task Name: English Speaking Day (meeting) 
Task Content: Planning English Speaking Day

Performance of Participating Students 
Listening Examples - Weaknesses
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Connection cohesive devices
Students found it difficult to connect the ideas presented to work out what was happening at 
the canteen. 

A. 12.3%
B. 12.9%
C. 58.8%
D. 14.3%

S3 English Listening

Task Name: Kids Health in Hong Kong (Conversation)
Task Content: Discussing the changes at the school canteen and how they affect students

A

D

C

Performance of Participating Students 
Listening Examples - Weaknesses
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Distinguishing main ideas from supporting details
Students found it difficult to work what the numbers meant. 

A. 10.5%  
B. 15.5%
C. 13.0%
D. 59.2%

S3 English Listening

Task Name: Kids Health in Hong Kong (Conversation)
Task Content: Discussing the changes at the school canteen and how they affect students

C

B

A

D

Performance of Participating Students 
Listening Examples - Weaknesses
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Unfamiliar Word
Many students were not able to work out the meaning of the word.

A. 15.7%
B. 58.1%
C. 12.0%
D. 12.2%

S3 English Listening

Task Name: Film Society - Film Festival (Discussion)
Task Content: Discussing the Film Festival and the activities

Performance of Participating Students 
Listening Examples - Weaknesses
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Tone
Students found it difficult to work out how Ben felt when he responded to May. 

S3 English Listening

Task Name: Film Society - Film Festival (Discussion)
Task Content: Discussing the Film Festival and the activities

A. 47.6%
B. 10.7%
C. 34.6%
D. 5.1%

Performance of Participating Students 
Listening Examples - Weaknesses
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A. 16.5%
B. 21.9%
C. 50.3%
D. 9.3%

Connection Cohesive Devices
Half of the students found it difficult to connect the ideas and work out that Ben didn’t know 
what a diorama was and also thought that model making was hard

S3 English Listening

Task Name: Film Society - Film Festival (Discussion)
Task Content: Discussing the Film Festival and the activities

Performance of Participating Students 
Listening Examples - Weaknesses
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Conclusions about the Performance of 
Participating Students - Listening

• Expand vocabulary of students ➔ revise vocabulary covered in late primary and early secondary and 
vocabulary that it is assumed students should already know – school, everyday vocabulary, stationery items, 
plants & trees, animals, numbers, days, dates, names, family members…  The vocabulary also needs to be 
linked to the content provided in the spoken texts. Also ensure students are familiar with the accepted rules 
and mechanics of the language, such as capitalization and that they look at the format and genre and see what 
is being asked for. 

• Exposure to unfamiliar words/phrases/expressions through authentic texts (list below)

• Exposure to different/authentic spoken texts including, poems, advertisements, instructions, dialogues, news, 
debates, reports, conversations, films, oral stories…. on a very wide range of topics, including world and local 
current events, teen issues, hot topics, everyday events to do with the home, keeping pets, family, historical 
events, special interest, hobbies……

• Exposure to a range of different voices – varying accents, children’s voices and a variety of adult voices

• Exposure to various tones and different intonation as well as an explanation of different tones and emotions as 
these are sometimes difficult to identify in listening tasks.

• Exposure to a wider range of speeds in spoken texts

• Get students to think about other options – possible titles by thinking about the meaning of the piece and 
trying to find another suitable option (main idea)

• Get students to think about what could come next – use the information they have in front of them

and think about what could be likely/what might follow given the topic and information already

provided (prediction)

S3 English Listening
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S3 English Reading
Performance Analysis 

for 
Participating Schools

S3 ENGLISH
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S3 English Reading

Performance Analysis for Participating Schools 
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S3 English Reading

Performance Analysis for Participating Schools 
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S3 English Reading

School’s correct 
percentage vs
Overall correct 
percentage of 
participating 

schools

Performance Analysis for Participating Schools 
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2020
S3 Reading 

S3 English Reading
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Reading – Text Types

2020

Information Texts

• encyclopaedia extract - teddy bears

• magazine extract  - teddy bear collectors and

collecting

• book extract - the history of sushi

• encyclopaedia extract – the circus

• poster – circus performance

S3 English Reading
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Performance of Participating 
Students in Reading 2020

Strengths 
- sequencing
- specific information
- connecting ideas
- locating information in a simple chart
- unfamiliar word/expression

S3 English Reading



40

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Strengths

Sequencing
Students were able to work out the sequence of events after the man saw the cartoon

64.0%

2

1

S3 English Reading

Task Name: Teddy bears and collecting (Encyclopaedia Extract & Magazine Extract)
Task Content: The encyclopaedia extract is about teddy bears and the magazine extract is 
about a teddy bear collector and her collection. 

3

4
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Unfamiliar expression
Students were able to work out what the word meant in the context provided.

70.4%

S3 English Reading

Task Name: Teddy bears and collecting (Encyclopaedia Extract & Magazine Extract)
Task Content: The encyclopaedia extract is about teddy bears and the magazine extract is 
about a teddy bear collector and her collection. 

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Strengths
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Specific Information
Students were able to work out what character bento boxes are.

69.9%

S3 English Reading

Task Name: All Things Japanese – Food (Book Extract)
Task Content: The book extract is about the history of sushi, sushi and bento boxes. 

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Strengths
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Locating information in simple price lists, charts and directories 
Many students were able to work out the cheapest bento box from the information provided.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: All Things Japanese – Food (Book Extract)
Task Content: The book extract is about the history of sushi, sushi and bento boxes. 

70.6%

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Strengths
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Connection between ideas
Students were able to work out who and what was in a circus.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: Other Learning Experience - Circus (Encyclopaedia Extract & Poster)
Task Content: The encyclopaedia extract is about the circus and its different kinds. 
The poster is about a circus performance. 

73.8%

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Strengths
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Specific Information
Students were able to work out how many kinds of circus there were.

74.2%

S3 English Reading

Task Name: Other Learning Experience - Circus (Encyclopaedia Extract & Poster)
Task Content: The encyclopaedia extract is about the circus and its different kinds. 
The poster is about a circus performance. 

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Strengths
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Performance of Participating 
Students in Reading 2020

Weaknesses
- connecting ideas

- identifying specific

information

- dictionary skills

- analysing and

integrating relevant   

points from one or more  

texts

- contextual clues

- inference

- unfamiliar word/expression

- predicting the likely development 

of the text 

- using knowledge of different text 

types

S3 English Reading
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Contextual clue
Students found it difficult to work out who the owner of the German toy company was.

A. 10.6%
B. 51.4%
C. 26.2%
D. 11.1%

S3 English Reading

Task Name: Teddy bears and collecting (Encyclopaedia Extract & Magazine Extract)
Task Content: The encyclopaedia extract is about teddy bears and the magazine extract is 
about a teddy bear collector and her collection. 

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Weaknesses
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Inference
Students found it difficult to work out how the bears could have been developed at the same 
time on different continents.

A. 12.6%
B. 14.8%
C. 25.3%
D. 46.7%

S3 English Reading

Task Name: Teddy bears and collecting (Encyclopaedia Extract & Magazine Extract)
Task Content: The encyclopaedia extract is about teddy bears and the magazine extract is 
about a teddy bear collector and her collection. 

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Weaknesses
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Prediction 
After reading the encyclopaedia extract students found it difficult to predict what the next 
page would be about.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: Teddy bears and collecting (Encyclopaedia Extract & Magazine Extract)
Task Content: The encyclopaedia extract is about teddy bears and the magazine extract is 
about a teddy bear collector and her collection. 

A. 20.1%
B. 54.9%
C. 14.7%
D. 9.5%

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Weaknesses
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Specific Information
Students found it difficult to specify how the bears mentioned are made.

A. 30.4%
B.11.3%
C. 47.9%
D. 9.9%

S3 English Reading

Task Name: Teddy bears and collecting (Encyclopaedia Extract & Magazine Extract)
Task Content: The encyclopaedia extract is about teddy bears and the magazine extract is 
about a teddy bear collector and her collection. 

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Weaknesses
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Connection between ideas
Students found it difficult to work out the differences in the two methods.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: All Things Japanese – Food (Book Extract)
Task Content: The book extract is about the history of sushi, sushi and bento boxes. 

A. 6.1%
B. 44.8%
C. 12.5%
D. 35.3%

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Weaknesses
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Analyzing and integrating relevant points from one or more than one text
Students found it difficult to work out who would choose the bento box.

A. 10.8%
B. 11.2%
C. 47.3%
D. 29.5%

S3 English Reading

Task Name: All Things Japanese – Food (Book Extract)
Task Content: The book extract is about the history of sushi, sushi and bento boxes. 

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Weaknesses
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A. 13.1%
B. 56.0%
C. 12.9%
D. 16.3%

Unfamiliar Word 
Despite the explanation, students found it difficult to work out the meaning of the word.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: Other Learning Experience - Circus (Encyclopaedia Extract & Poster)
Task Content: The encyclopaedia extract is about the circus and its different kinds. 
The poster is about a circus performance. 

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Weaknesses
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Dictionary Skills
Students had difficulty in working out the meaning of the word.

S3 English Reading

Task Name: Other Learning Experience - Circus (Encyclopaedia Extract & Poster)
Task Content: The encyclopaedia extract is about the circus and its different kinds. 
The poster is about a circus performance. 

A. 9.5%
B. 22.6%
C. 48.5%
D. 17.3%

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Weaknesses
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Knowledge of features of different text types
Students found it difficult to work out the name of the circus.

A. 48.5%
B. 29.7%
C. 11.4%
D. 8.3%

S3 English Reading

Task Name: Other Learning Experience - Circus (Encyclopaedia Extract & Poster)
Task Content: The encyclopaedia extract is about the circus and its different kinds. 
The poster is about a circus performance. 

Performance of Participating Students 
Reading Examples - Weaknesses
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Conclusions about the Performance of 
Participating Students - Reading

• Expand vocabulary of students as well as reinforce 
existing vocabulary – linked to the content provided in 
the written texts and student usage – a variety of 
topics will expand the vocabulary of students and 
spark interest

• Exposure to different text types – authentic 
newspaper articles, posters, poems, articles, 
pamphlets, fact sheets, reviews – books, movies… and 
different topics/content both online and in paper 
format

• Familiar and unfamiliar topic/content material
• Exposure to different question types and question 

intents – teach them to look for clues, key words – in 
the question stem and also in the passages

• Also look at the punctuation used as it can also 
provide clues - !?

S3 English Reading
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S3 English Writing

Performance Analysis for 
Schools

S3 ENGLISH
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S3 English Writing

Performance Analysis for Participating Schools 
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S3 English Writing

Performance Analysis for Participating Schools 
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S3 English Writing

SAMPLE

SAMPLESAMPLE

School’s correct 
percentage vs 
Overall correct 
percentage of 
participating 

schools

Performance Analysis for Participating Schools 
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2020
S3 Writing

S3 English Writing



62

General Comments: 

• Failure to read the instructions carefully 

• Blanks - completion

• Handwriting – size/font used abc abc

• Use of arrows, symbols (… and etc.)

• Unattempted scripts – blank scripts 

S3 English Writing

Performance of Participating 
Students in Writing 2020
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9EW1  
Diary 
Entry

S3 English Writing
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9EW1

Exemplars and Annotation

S3 English Writing

Performance of Participating Students in 
Writing 2020
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9EW1 Diary Entry – Exemplar 1 S3 English Writing
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Annotation   
• appropriate beginning and ending to the diary entry, and while the ‘Day’ information is missing, an

accurate and appropriate date is included

• the ending also provides a message for the writer – ‘…and would not allow this to happen ever
again.’

• this is a very detailed retelling of the day in the life of a student who was good at chemistry and
became lazy and failed the chemistry test. It also includes a reflection of the behaviour that led to
this point.

• the writer has provided a beginning, middle and end to the diary entry

• expressions/vocabulary used are good but there are minor mistakes made – I wished to wipe off
my memory about today instead of I want to wipe my memory of today’s events, and became lazier
and lazier since then instead of have become lazier and lazier since then, for the whole night I was
crying instead of I cried the whole night

• some good vocabulary and expressions are used – procrastinating, my unstable and unclear
mindset, however things didn’t turn out as expected, crying over spilt milk

• some errors in tense are made – I was getting into huge trouble instead of I was going to get
into/be in huge trouble, very shook instead of very shaken, I feel no regret instead of I felt no regret

S3 English Writing9EW1 Diary Entry – Exemplar 1
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S3 English Writing9EW1 Diary Entry – Exemplar 2
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• appropriate beginning – Today I… forgot to bring my homework, I left it in my home and ending – Today is
the worst day I have been seen. I hope I can’t had a worst day again, to the diary entry despite minor errors
in the first and last sentences

• the day and date have been completed accurately and appropriately

• this short diary entry is a retelling of forgetting homework, getting angry, punching a student and getting
injured and having to see the doctor

• some spelling mistakes are made – docter instead of doctor, a tention instead of attention, studently instead
of suddenly, rescess instead of recess

• some good use of simple but appropriate vocabulary – truth, schoolmate, penis

• some errors in tense are made – she need me instead of she needed me/she asked me, I’m very angry instead
of I was very angry, I’m fine instead of I was fine

• some errors in vocabulary and expression – forgot to bring instead of forgot to take, in my home instead of at
home, shouted me instead of shouted at me, didn’t listened instead of didn’t listen, laugh me instead of
laughed at me, shouted to us instead of shouted at us, pay a tention on that instead of pay attention to that,
at the rescess instead of at recess, I have been seen instead of I have had, can’t had instead of won’t have, I
hope I can’t had a worst day again instead of I hope that I won’t ever have a bad day like this one again

S3 English Writing9EW1 Diary Entry – Exemplar 2

Annotation   
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• appropriate beginning to the diary entry with minor errors – Today I… forget to bring my homework and
fight with classmate.

• includes a comment for the ‘Day’– Sunny instead of the name of the day, which is ok but it would have
been better to include that information in the body of the diary entry

• appropriate date has been included

• there are only two sentences and these just follow the picture prompts provided

• the writer has used the present tense – forget instead of forgot, fight instead of fought, punish instead
of punished, feel instead of felt

• an additional comment has been added in different handwriting – Hello wink, that makes no sense and
doesn’t connect to the entry at all

* only 17 words in total

S3 English Writing9EW1 Diary Entry

Exemplar 3 
with 

annotation
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Performance of Participating Students 
in Writing 2020

Writing – Strengths

• Students had more ideas to write about, when they were
familiar with the topic.

• Vocabulary was also better when students were familiar
with the topic.

• Competent writers displayed planning and organisation.
They also linked ideas in and between paragraphs.
Paragraphs also had supporting details.

• Competent writers also showed a clear understanding of
the audience, format/features and the context and
purpose of the piece.

S3 English Writing
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Some strengths of participating 
students to highlight

9EW1 – Completing required information and use of prompts

➢ Space was provided for students to complete the day and date. The 
beginning of the first sentence was also provided for students. The 
majority of the students were able to complete the day and date 
accurately. 

➢ Many capable students used the pictorial clues as a starting point or 
ignored the pictorial prompts to a large extent or even altogether and 
relied on their own ideas and also personal knowledge – different 
experiences of themselves and perhaps friends at school, knowledge of 
topics/consequences for certain actions at school to make up events of 
their own.

S3 English Writing
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9EW1
➢ Capable students were able to use complex structures in their writing – in their 

introductions, body and also conclusions.

➢ Some students demonstrated a very good command of topic specific vocabulary –
in particular in relation to what happened to them at school and what it was that 
made the day a good or bad one

➢ They were able to form their own ideas independent of the writing prompts 
provided and share them with the reader and were good at describing their best 
or worst day

➢ Capable students checked their work carefully and in doing so avoided simple 
spelling mistakes and grammatical errors. 

➢ Capable students also did not rely solely on the prompts provided, rather they 
used them as a starting point and developed their own ideas around them.

➢ Capable students also used dialogue to make their diary entry more interesting 

S3 English WritingSome strengths of participating 
students to highlight
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9EW1 – Sentences, Phrases and Vocabulary

➢ The majority of students were able to write a diary entry but very 
capable students were able to add a variety of appropriate 
details/events/experiences and make it an interesting entry.

➢ Capable students also used some good language which made their 
writing a pleasure to read –

❑ procrastinating, 
❑ my unstable and unclear mindset, 
❑ however things didn’t turn out as expected, 
❑ crying over spilt milk
❑ and would not allow this to happen ever again
❑ truth
❑ schoolmate

S3 English WritingSome strengths of participating 
students to highlight
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Some errors of participating 
students to ponder

9EW1
Some of the students didn’t know what to write or had no idea of how to write a diary 
entry. Students didn’t read the instructions carefully. Students failed to complete the 
required information according to the blanks provided or provided it incorrectly.

Vocabulary and expressions 

Students still have difficulty using have/has correctly as well as is/are and was/were

• forgot to bring 

• in my home

• shouted me

• didn’t listened  

• shouted to us  

• pay a tention on that

• at the rescess 

• I have been seen 

• can’t had 

• I hope I can’t had a worst day again 

S3 English Writing
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Conclusions about the Performance of 
Participating Students - Writing

• Spelling mistakes
• Grammar mistakes
• Lack of planning and organization as well as proofreading
• Adherence to prompts resulted in a lack of elaboration
• Exposure to a wider variety of vocabulary and expansion of vocabulary bank to 

enable more in depth explanations and reasoning and less dependence on 
prompts for ideas. Even with the topic familiar to students, students still had 
difficulty expressing their ideas due to a lack of vocabulary/ideas. Weaker 
students just used the prompts and combined the good and bad into one entry, 
neglecting to follow the instructions given.

• Students have imagination but there is an inability to express ideas in English –
related to above points and this was also evident in the diary entry. They also 
lack the vocabulary to use in this genre as evidenced by many misspellings of 
words that were integral to their diary entry and their explanation of the events 
in a school based context.

• Students generally showed an understanding of the format of a diary entry but 
they still need to be mindful of the purpose and audience  affects the 
beginnings and endings students use as well as the tone they use. Despite the 
spaces being provided with the prompts, students still failed to complete them 
appropriately)

S3 English Writing



Link for S.3 Feedback Survey
中三級意見調查超連結

Secondary 3 中三級

http://esurvey.hkeaa.edu.hk/TakeSurvey.aspx?PageNumber=1&SurveyID=m6MK7684&Preview=true#

Thematic Seminar – Feedback Survey

「善用2020年全港性系統評估材料」專題講座意見調查

http://esurvey.hkeaa.edu.hk/TakeSurvey.aspx?PageNumber=1&SurveyID=m6MK7684&Preview=true
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S3 English 

THANK YOU!


