
Overview of Gainful Use of 
TSA 2020 Materials (GU)



Background of 2020 GU
• Impacted by the pandemic, the Education Bureau (EDB) 

announced on 25 February 2020 to suspend the Territory-wide 
System Assessment (TSA) 2020 (including all oral and written 
assessments) 

• With a view to gainfully use the prepared TSA materials, the EDB, 
having consulted the school sector, decided to make use of these 
assessment resources, and supplemented with a questionnaire 
survey.

• The EDB tasked the Hong Kong Examinations and 
Assessment Authority (HKEAA) and the Hong Kong Education 
City (HKEdCity) to compile a set of assessment resources 
originally designed for the TSA 2019/20, covering the two 
language subjects (reading, listening and writing) and 
Mathematics at Primary 3 (P3), Primary 6 (P6) and Secondary 3 
(S3). 
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Purposes of 2020 GU
• To enable schools, parents and the EDB to 

understand how class suspension upon the 
pandemic and various school-based 
arrangements on “suspending classes without 
suspending learning” have affected students’ 
ability in Chinese, English, and Mathematics, 
and use the findings as the basis to enhance 
the assessment literacy of stakeholders

• To enable schools to understand students’ 
learning progress and timely provide them 
with appropriate teaching resources and 
support
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Features of 2020 GU
• To cater for different school contexts and needs, both the printed

and online STAR versions were provided for schools to choose 
from and decide whether and how to use them based on their 
school-based situations

• As well as arranging printing, delivering and collecting of these 
assessment resources to/from schools, provision of marking 
services on writing papers by the HKEAA

Advantages
• To continue to provide data to participating schools for learning 

and teaching despite the setting of the COVID-19 pandemic
• Instant feedback of individual student/class performances from 

the STAR platform
• Performance analysis for participating schools (quantitative data of 

own school vs all participating schools as well as performance 
analysis descriptions among all participating students) provided by 
HKEAA 
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Source of Data

• Data from schools taking the STAR online 
assessment (Mathematics, Listening & Reading 
components of Chinese and English)

• Data from schools using marking services on 
Chinese and English writing scripts  (pen-and-paper)

• Coverage of BC in STAR online assessment and 
writing assessment: 

- all BCs in language subjects 
- most BCs in Maths
• A good reference to indicate students’ performance 

in terms of strengths and weaknesses as well as 
their learning progress

5



Limitations of 2020 GU
1. Sample not as representative as in ordinary 

TSAes
2. Lengthened Assessment Period
3. Dual Mode of Assessment 
4. Difference in Motivation among students of 

different grade levels
5. How familiar students and teachers on STAR 

platform
6. Performance Analyses focus more on school-

level feedback



Features of 2020 GU Performance Analyses

• Performance analysis for participating schools 
- quantitative data (correct percentage of each 

item) of own school vs all participating schools 
- qualitative data: performance analysis 

descriptions (including students’ strengths and 
weaknesses) among all participating schools



樣本
學校報告 -數據分析

題目

正確答案

學校答對率

參與學校整體
答對率

Mathematics

Performance Analysis (Quantitative)



樣本
題目

數據分析 ─
學校及所有參與學校
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Performance Analysis (Quantitative)

Chinese Reading



Performance Analysis to Schools 

School’s correct 
percentage vs
Overall correct 
percentage of 
participating schools
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English Listening

Performance Analysis (Quantitative)



English Writing

OWN SCHOOL VS ALL PARTICIPATING SCHOOLS

Performance Analysis (Quantitative)

NEW: writing scores 
presented in bar charts
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Performance Analysis (Quantitative)

結構

標點符號
詞語運用

文句內容 錯別字

數據分析─學校及所有參與學校
樣本
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Chinese Writing

Performance Analysis (Quantitative)



Performance Analysis to Schools 
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English Listening

Performance Analysis (Qualitative)

Correct % of all 
participating 
schools

NEW:  figure
presented in a 
bar chart



Performance Analysis to Schools 
P6 English Listening

Performance Analysis (Qualitative)

English Listening

Overall Performance of 
all participating schools



Performance Analysis (Qualitative)

文字描述 ─ 所有參與學校 樣本
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Mathematics

New: Overall correct % for 
each dimension in Maths
and presented in a bar chart



Skeleton of 3 subject sub-sessions
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• General performances of participating 
students in each sub-paper (i.e. Listening, 
Reading and Writing in language subjects as 
well as Mathematics)

• Students’ strengths and weaknesses with 
illustrations of items and students’ exemplars

• Quantitative data (for item level): Correct 
percentage of all participating schools



Skeleton of 3 subject sub-sessions

Individual school All participating schools

Data analysis 
(Quantitative)

✓ ✓

Descriptions
(Qualitative)

✓
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• GU performance analyses obtained by 
Participating Schools


