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Thematic Seminar 
“Assessment for Learning: Territory-wide System Assessment 2023” 



In support of green activities, the HKEAA will not
provide print copies of presentation handouts for this

seminar. Please access the BCA website

(https://www.bca.hkeaa.edu.hk/web/AL/TSA2023/TSA
2023seminar.html) or scan the QR code provided to

view and download the handouts. These handouts will

also be uploaded to the WLTS website for reference by
the end of December 2023. Thank you for your

support.
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Time Content Speaker

2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Assessment Design and Reporting
Ms Tiffany Wong

Senior Officer

Education Assessment
Services Division

Hong Kong Examinations and 
Assessment Authority

Students’ Overall Performance
in Territory-wide System Assessment 2023

(Primary 6 English Language)

3:00 p.m. – 3:15 p.m. Break

3:15 p.m. – 4:15 p.m.
Students’ Overall Performance

in Territory-wide System Assessment 2023
(Primary 6 English Language)

Ms Tiffany Wong
Senior Officer

Education Assessment
Services Division

Hong Kong Examinations and 
Assessment Authority

4:15 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. Question and Answer Session
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Programme



This presentation file will be uploaded to

https://wlts.edb.hkedcity.net
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1. Background

2. School Reports & Online Item Analysis Report 

3. Student Performances in 2023

➢ Listening

➢ Reading

➢ Writing

➢ Speaking
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Overview



Purposes of TSA

• To understand the performance of Primary 3,

Primary 6 and Secondary 3 students in Chinese

Language, English Language and Mathematics on a

regular basis

• To make use of TSA data for the follow-up action of

learning and teaching
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• Specific question intents – Basic Competency (BC)

descriptors provided by Education Bureau (EDB)

• Items cover many BC descriptors but each student

only does one sub-paper for each component

• Overlapping items are distributed across sub-papers

for equating purposes to compare students’ abilities

Written Assessment  
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Assessment Design
Dimension/

Skill

Primary 6 English Language

Sub-paper No. of Items Assessment Time

Listening

6EL1

6EL2

6EL3

29 About 30 minutes

Reading

&

Writing

6ERW1

6ERW2

6ERW3

Reading: 32

Writing: 1 

50 minutes

Speaking

Reading Aloud 
&

Teacher-Student 
Interaction

4
Preparation Time: 2 minutes

Assessment Time: 3 minutes 

Presentation 4
Preparation Time: 3 minutes

Assessment Time: 2 minutes 
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TSA 2023

School Reports
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Reports
Report Content

I. Existing Version:
• School Report
• Item Analysis Report 

(sorted by Sub-papers)
• Item Analysis Report 

(sorted by BC)

• Performances of students in Chinese, English and Mathematics
• Performances of students in each sub-paper (PDF and Excel files

available)
• Performances of students in each Basic Competency (PDF and Excel

files available)

II. Simplified Version:
• School Report
• Item Analysis Report 

(sorted by Sub-papers)
• Item Analysis Report 

(sorted by BC)

• Performances of students in Chinese, English and Mathematics
• Performances of students in each sub-paper (PDF and Excel files

available)
• Performances of students in each Basic Competency (PDF and Excel

files available)

III. Basic Competency 
Report by Item Groups

Performances of students in different skills (with student exemplars)

IV. Information Analysis 
Report

Information Analysis of Items (with question intents, information
analysis for each option, school percentages)

TSA Report
Report on the Basic Competencies of Students in Chinese Language,
English Language and Mathematics https://www.bca.hkeaa.edu.hk
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TSA 2023

Reports I to IV



Reports for 
schools

Reports 
showing the 

overall 
performance 
of students

SAMPLE
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Download 
PDF/EXCEL 

files



School Report

I. Reports – Existing Version
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• School percentage: percentage of each option in
an item attempted by students in the school

IA Report (sorted by Sub-papers)

IA Report (sorted by Basic Competencies)

SAMPLE

• Territory-wide percentage: percentage of each
option in an item attempted by students in the
territory

• Inferred from the sample of all students
participating in the assessment



II. Reports – Simplified Version
School Report

IA Report (sorted by Basic Competencies)
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SAMPLE

IA Report (sorted by Sub-papers)

• only school data is provided
(no territory-wide data )



III. Basic Competency Report by Item Groups

Skills: Listening, Reading, Writing, Speaking 

15

SAMPLE



III. Basic Competency Report by Item Groups
Annex – Student Exemplars 

Listening Reading
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SAMPLE



Writing
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SAMPLE

Speaking

III. Basic Competency Report by Item Groups
Annex – Student Exemplars 



IV. Information Analysis Report

• Basic Competency

• Item

• Question Intent

• Information 

Analysis for Each 

Option

• School Percentage

• Paper

6EL1 to 6EL3

6ERW1 to 6ERW3
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SAMPLE

* For MC questions only



Provide reports to 
schools with five or 

more students 
participating in the 

assessment 

Reports for Schools 
with NCS/SEN Students

Reports for 
schools
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SAMPLE



Report – NCS Students

IA Report 
(sorted by Basic Competencies)
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SAMPLE
School Report

IA Report 
(sorted by Sub-papers)



Report – SEN Students
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SAMPLE
School Report

IA Report 
(sorted by Sub-papers)

IA Report 
(sorted by Basic Competencies)



TSA 2023
Online Item Analysis (OIA) 

Report
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• schools may create teacher accounts for teachers to

access the OIA report

• access the report through the BCA website

https://www.bca.hkeaa.edu.hk

• teacher accounts valid until 30 June 2024

Online Item Analysis Report
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Online Item Analysis Report –
Teacher User Guide
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https://www.bca.hkeaa.edu.hk
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Login and Update Password
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Accept the ‘Protocol of 
School Level Data of the TSA’



Online Item Analysis Report 
(sorted by Basic Competencies)
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SAMPLE

Skill

Subject
& 

Level

Basic
Competency



29

SAMPLE

Question 
Intent

Explanation of 
Options

Sub-paper & 
Item No.
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SAMPLE

Question 
Paper
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SAMPLE

Marking 
Scheme
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SAMPLE

Item No.
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Tapescript
SAMPLE
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SAMPLE

3 Years’ 
Performance 

Chart
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3 Years’ 
Performance 

Chart

SAMPLE
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SAMPLE

3 Years’ 
Performance 

Chart
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SAMPLE

Question 
Intent
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SAMPLE
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SAMPLE

3 Years’ 
Performance 

Chart



3 Years’ 
Performance 

Chart
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SAMPLE
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SAMPLE

Writing 
Exemplars



Writing 
Exemplars
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SAMPLE



Writing 
Exemplars
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SAMPLE
Writing 

Exemplars
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SAMPLE

Writing 
Exemplars



45

SAMPLE

Writing 
Exemplars

Writing 
Exemplars
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SAMPLE

Marking 
Scheme



47

SAMPLE

Question 
Paper
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SAMPLE

Question 
Paper



Question 
Paper
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SAMPLE



50

SAMPLE

Marking 
Scheme



WLTS
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Hyperlink to 
WLTS

‘Suggested 
Follow-up 
Activities’

SAMPLE
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WLTS



TSA 2005 – 2019 & 2023 
P.6 English Language

(Listening, Reading and Writing)
Percentage of Primary 6 Students Achieving Basic Competency

2005 2006 2007 2008 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2023

70.5 71.3 71.3 71.5 71.6 71.7
Opt-

in
72.4

Opt-

in
72.0

Opt-

in
72.3

Opt-

in
72.8 64.3

• Due to H1N1 Human Swine Influenza causing the suspension of primary schools, TSA 2009 (written) was cancelled and no data has been
provided.

• Since 2012, the P.6 Territory-wide System Assessment has been implemented in odd-numbered years.
• Due to the volatility of the COVID-19 epidemic, the TSA 2020, 2021 and 2022 were suspended and no data was provided.
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TSA 2023
P6 Listening

P6 English Listening
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TSA 2023
Primary 6 English Language (Listening)

Basic Competency Descriptor

L3-L-1-P6BC
Discriminating between words with a range of vowel and consonant
sounds

L4-L-2-P6BC
Understanding the use of a small range of language features in simple
literary / imaginative spoken texts

L4-L-3-P6BC
Using a range of strategies to understand the meaning of simple texts on
familiar topics which are delivered clearly in familiar accents
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P6 English Listening



TSA 2023
Primary 6 English Language (Listening)

Task Text Type

Accident of Hikers News Report

Order Online (Blank Filling) Note and Message

A Gift Poem

A Famous Photographer Conversation

Order Online (Multiple Choice) Note and Message

A Cat Poem

My Neighbourhood Personal Description

Story about Jim Story
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P6 English Listening



TSA 2023
Primary 6 English Language (Listening)

Strength

Students were able to:
• discriminate between words with a range of vowel and consonant sounds
• identify rhymes
• interpret similes
• listen for gist / main ideas
• extract a specific piece of straightforward information
• predict the likely development of the text
• identify the sequence of events with the help of pictorial cues given as

options
• understand the connection between ideas by identifying cohesive devices
• discriminate between intonations with the expressions being explicitly

presented
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P6 English Listening



Discriminating Between Words 
with a Range of Vowel and Consonant Sounds

* Students were able to
distinguish between the ending
sound /i/ in ‘Danny’ /ˈdæ ni/
and the ending sounds /jəl/,
/ɪs/ and /ən/.

6EL2/L3 P1B Q.1

58

P6 English Listening



* Students were able to identify
that ‘black’ and ‘back’ shared
the same ending sound /æ k/,
and were a pair of rhyming
words.

Identifying Rhymes

6EL1/L3 P2 Q.5
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P6 English Listening



Interpreting Similes

6EL2 P2 Q.3

* Students were able to
interpret the meaning of the
expression ‘Its eyes are like
stars in the night’ and
understand that the cat’s
eyes were bright.
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P6 English Listening



6EL3 P3 Q.10

* Students were able to follow
the spoken text, and grasp
the gist and identify the best
title for the story.

Listening for Gist / Main Ideas
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P6 English Listening



Extracting a Specific Piece of Straightforward Information

6EL3 P1A Q.3

* Students were able to extract
the specific piece of
straightforward information
‘run around freely’ when they
heard Jack say ‘I can no
longer run around freely on
the island.’.
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P6 English Listening



* Students were able to extract
the specific piece of
straightforward information,
‘4 pm’ from the mother’s
question, ‘How about 4pm?’.

6EL1 P1B Q.5
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P6 English Listening

Extracting a Specific Piece of Straightforward Information



Predicting the Likely Development of the Text

* Students were able to predict
what Jim would say to Mum
after hearing ‘He was sorry
that he hadn’t listened to
Mum.’ and ‘He said sorry to
her.’, and understand that he
has learnt his lesson and
would go to bed early.

6EL3 P3 Q.8
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P6 English Listening



6EL1/L2 P1A Q.4

Identifying the Sequence of Events 
with the Help of Pictorial Cues Given as Options

* Students were able to
sequence the order of events
regarding the hiking accident
with the help of pictorial cues,
which were given as options
based on the short, spoken
text.

65

P6 English Listening



Understanding the Connection Between Ideas 
by Identifying Cohesive Devices

* Students were able to
understand the connection of
ideas by identifying the
cohesive device ‘but’. They
worked out that Franky liked
to take photos of people the
most from ‘I sometimes take
photos of nature, animals and
buildings. But my favourite is
people.’.

6EL1/L2 P3 Q.7
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P6 English Listening



Discriminating Between Intonations 
with the Expression Being Explicitly Presented

* Students were able to
discriminate between the
expressions of anger,
surprise, sadness and worry,
and identify that Bonnie was
surprised when she said,
‘First prize when you were in
primary school!’.

6EL1/L2 P3 Q.6
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P6 English Listening



TSA 2023
Primary 6 English Language (Listening)

Weakness

Students found it difficult to:
• extract specific information
• identify the sequence of events
• understand the connection between ideas
*   put down simple words
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P6 English Listening



Extracting Specific Information

* Students had difficulty in
extracting the specific
information from ‘between
13 and 18 degrees’ and
identify 13°C as the lowest
temperature.

6EL1/L2 P1A Q.5
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P6 English Listening



Identifying the Sequence of Events

* Students had difficulty in
understanding the details of the
extended spoken text and sequence
the order of the events correctly.

6EL3 P3 Q.9
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P6 English Listening



Understanding the Connection Between Ideas

* Students had difficulty in
understanding the connection
of ideas linked by ‘for
example’. They were not able
to understand that Capa was
a photographer from ‘…learn
from famous photographers,
for example, Capa.’.

6EL1/L2 P3 Q.8
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P6 English Listening
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* Students had difficulty in
writing down ‘grape’.

6EL1 P1B Q.1

Putting Down Simple Words

P6 English Listening



Performances of Primary 6 Students 
in Listening (2017, 2019 & 2023)

Strength

Students were able to:
• extract a specific piece of straightforward information
• understanding the connection between ideas by identifying cohesive devices
• discriminate between intonations with the expressions being explicitly

presented
• perform better in listening tasks involving familiar topics in general
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Weakness

Students found it difficult to:
• extract information from spoken texts when multiple pieces of information

were present
• sequence events with a heavier listening load
• put down simple words

P6 English Listening



Remarks

Students should:

• be exposed to a wider range of authentic spoken
text / text types

• be exposed to a wider range of cohesive devices
for a variety of purposes

• improve their spelling and expand their range of
vocabulary
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P6 English Listening



TSA 2023
P6 Speaking
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P6 English Speaking



TSA 2023
Primary 6 English Language (Speaking)

Basic Competency Descriptor

L3-R-3-P6BC Showing a basic understanding of simple and familiar texts by
reading aloud the texts with comprehensible pronunciation and
generally appropriate pace, stress, rhythm and intonation
(KS, ES)

L3-S-3-P6BC Providing and/or exchanging simple information and ideas, and
attempting to provide some elaboration with the help of cues
(IS, KS, ES)

L3-S-4-P6BC Using a small range of vocabulary, sentence patterns and cohesive
devices to convey simple information and ideas fairly appropriately
with the help of cues despite some grammatical mistakes
(IS, KS, ES)

L4-S-1-P6BC Pronouncing familiar words comprehensibly
(IS, KS, ES)
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P6 English Speaking



TSA 2023
Primary 6 English Language (Speaking)

Reading Aloud & 
Teacher-Student Interaction

Presentation

Picnic Day Walking Along a Busy Road

My Grandmother Anna’s Birthday

Helping My Family Moving House

Going to a Restaurant A Sports Match
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P6 English Speaking



Reading Aloud

Students were able to:

• read the texts aloud fluently and clearly with a few
mistakes in pronunciation

78

• common pronunciation mistakes, e.g.

➢‘countryside’ (6ES01), ‘eldest’ (6ES03), 
‘shelves’ (6ES05) and ‘restaurant’ (6ES07)

• dropped ending sounds, e.g.

➢‘helped’ (6ES05) and ‘dishes’ (6ES07)

P6 English Speaking
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Common Pronunciation Mistakes
Reading Aloud (6ES01) P6 English Speaking
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Common Pronunciation Mistakes
Reading Aloud (6ES03) P6 English Speaking
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Common Pronunciation Mistakes
Reading Aloud (6ES05) P6 English Speaking
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Common Pronunciation Mistakes
Reading Aloud (6ES07) P6 English Speaking



Reading Aloud

83

Students were able to:

• read the texts aloud fluently and clearly with
appropriate pausing and intonation

• make very few or avoid making pronunciation
mistakes

Good Performance P6 English Speaking



Teacher-Student Interaction

Students were able to:

• provide relevant responses to most of the questions
with some elaboration

• provide additional details on familiar topics,
e.g. My Grandmother (6ES03)

• use a small range of vocabulary and sentence patterns
with some grammatical mistakes

Some students showed weakness in:

• using tenses consistently when describing habits and
past events
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P6 English Speaking



Teacher-Student Interaction (6ES07)

• Difficulties

85

P6 English Speaking



Teacher-Student Interaction 
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Students were able to:

• give responses with elaboration spontaneously

• use a small range of vocabulary, sentence patterns
and cohesive devices with few grammatical
mistakes

Good Performance P6 English Speaking



Presentation

Students were able to:

• provide relevant information and ideas based on the
pictures and written prompts

• use a small range of vocabulary and sentence patterns
with some grammatical mistakes

• speak quite clearly and provide appropriate responses
with some pronunciation mistakes

• display an awareness of their audience using
appropriate eye contact
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P6 English Speaking



Presentation (6ES02)

88

• Difficulties

P6 English Speaking



Presentation
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Students were able to:
• provide detailed descriptions, add dialogues, and

put themselves in the role(s) of the main
character

• communicate ideas very clearly
• use a small range of vocabulary, sentence

patterns and cohesive devices with few
grammatical mistakes

• speak clearly with very few pronunciation
mistakes

Good Performance P6 English Speaking



Performances of Primary 6 Students 
in Speaking (2017, 2019 & 2023)

Strength

Students were able to:
• read the texts aloud clearly
• provide relevant responses to most of the questions with some

elaboration
• provide relevant information and ideas based on prompts given when 

delivering a speech or telling a story
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Weakness

Some students were unable to:
• pronounce the ending sounds in words
• use tenses consistently

P6 English Speaking



Students should:

• work on the organisation of ideas to improve
coherence of their speech or story

• elaborate ideas in different ways

91

Remarks
P6 English Speaking



TSA 2023
P6 Reading
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P6 English Reading



TSA 2023
Primary 6 English Language (Reading)

Basic Competency Descriptor

L3-R-5-P6BC
Using a range of reading strategies to understand the meaning of simple
texts with the help of cues

L3-R-6-P6BC
Applying simple reference skills with the help of cues

L4-R-4-P6BC
Understanding the use of a small range of language features in simple
literary / imaginative texts
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P6 English Reading



TSA 2023
Primary 6 English Language (Reading)

Task Text Type

English Café Leaflet

Electric Cars Article

My Family Poem

Letter to Aunt Peggy Letter

Sports Day Poster

Monet Article

A Village Fire News Report

Happy Little Farm Story
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P6 English Reading



TSA 2023
Primary 6 English Language (Reading)

Strength

Students were able to:
• extract specific information
• sequence of events with the help of pictorial cues given as options
• identify details supporting a main idea
• make simple inferences
• understand the connection between ideas 
• use dictionary skills
• understand the use of onomatopoeia
• interpret similes on familiar topics
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P6 English Reading



6ERW1/RW3 P2 Q.6

* Students were able to identify the
Government’s target by locating the specific
information ‘no car pollution by 2050’.

Extracting Specific Information
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P6 English Reading



6ERW1/RW2 P4 Q.3

* Students were able to identify the subject
taught by Amy’s class teacher through locating
the specific information ‘My class teacher Miss
Jenny Ho teaches us Maths.’.
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P6 English Reading

Extracting Specific Information



6ERW3 P4 Q.9

* Students were able to sequence the order of
events by reading through Nancy’s experience
of keeping a pet and moving to the farm.

Sequencing Events 
with the Help of Pictorial Cues Given as Options
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P6 English Reading



6ERW3 P3 Q.1

* Students were able to identify the details
‘knocked over a stove’ and ‘she was cooking’,
and work out that the kitchen was where the
fire started.

Identifying Details Supporting the Main Idea
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P6 English Reading



6ERW1 P1 Q.2

* Students were able to infer simple information
that was not explicitly stated in the leaflet. They
could infer from the word ‘Parent’ that Mrs Ma
did not work in the school.

Making Simple Inferences
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P6 English Reading



6ERW2/RW3 P1 Q.3

* Students were able to connect the information
‘8:15 am’ and ‘8:30 am’ to the start time and
end time of the opening ceremony, and
understand that the ceremony was 15 minutes
long.

Understanding the Connection Between Ideas
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P6 English Reading



6ERW1 P1 Q.5

* Students were able to locate the correct definition of
the word from the dictionary entry. They could identify
the contextual clue ‘We will prepare…drinks and
yummy snacks for you!’ and associate ‘free’ in the text
with the definition ‘costing nothing’.

Using Dictionary Skills
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P6 English Reading



6ERW1/RW2 P3 Q.1

* Students were able to understand that
‘Whoosh!’ was the sound of Dad running by
referring to the contextual clue ‘He runs…’ in
the poem.

Understanding the Use of Onomatopoeia
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P6 English Reading



6ERW1/RW2 P4 Q.8

* Students were able to interpret the simile ‘is
working like a dog’ and understand that Sonia
was studying very hard through the contextual
clue ‘She has lots of books to read and
homework to do…’.

Interpreting Similes on Familiar Topics
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P6 English Reading



TSA 2023
Primary 6 English Language (Reading)

Weakness

Students found it difficult to:
• grasp the gist
• identify main ideas
• make inferences by interpreting implicit meaning
• predict the likely development of the texts
• work out the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary
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P6 English Reading



6ERW3 P3 Q.7

Grasping the Gist

106

* Students had difficulty in skimming for the gist
of the news report. They were unable to
identify Village Fire Injures Four as the best
title for the news report.

P6 English Reading



6ERW3 P4 Q.3

* Students had difficulty in identifying that the
main idea of the paragraph was the visits
Nancy made to Uncle Ben’s farm.

Identifying Main Ideas
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P6 English Reading



6ERW1/RW2 P4 Q.9

* Students had difficulty in interpreting the
implicit meaning of ‘She now comes home
once a week’ and ‘I have the whole bedroom
to myself’. They were unable to understand
that Sonia was Amy’s sister.

Making Inferences by Interpreting Implicit Meaning
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P6 English Reading



6ERW1/RW3 P2 Q.7

* Students had difficulty in following the
development of the article. They were unable
to predict that the number of electric cars in
Hong Kong would go up in the future from
‘Now it is over 15,000 and it will continue to
rise.’.

Predicting the Likely Development of the Text
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P6 English Reading



6ERW2 P2 Q.7

Working Out the Meaning of Unfamiliar Vocabulary

110

* Students had difficulty in interpreting the
meaning of the unfamiliar word ‘gallery’ as a
place to show paintings by referring to the
contextual clue ‘showing some of his paintings’.

P6 English Reading



Performances of Primary 6 Students 
in Reading (2017, 2019 & 2023)

Strength

Students were able to:
• extract specific information from the texts when the key words were

explicitly stated
• understand the connection between ideas
• understand the use of similes and onomatopoeia
• sequence events with the help of pictorial cues given as options

111

Weakness

Students found it difficult to:
• connect pieces of information in texts on unfamiliar topics or with a

heavier reading load
• work out the meaning of unfamiliar words
• grasp the gist of a text

P6 English Reading



Students should:

• read the paragraphs and texts completely to
understand the main ideas, gist, and to predict the
likely development of the texts based on the
information given

• reinforce their existing vocabulary and expand their
vocabulary bank

• be exposed to a wider variety of text types on both
familiar and unfamiliar topics

112

Remarks
P6 English Reading



TSA 2023
P6 Writing

113

P6 English Writing



TSA 2023
Primary 6 English Language (Writing)

Basic Competency Descriptor

L3-W-3-P6BC
Writing and/or responding to simple texts with relevant information and
ideas (including personal experiences, imaginative ideas and evaluative
remarks) with the help of cues

L3-W-4-P6BC
Writing simple texts using a small range of vocabulary, sentence patterns,
cohesive devices and verb forms fairly appropriately with the help of cues
despite some spelling and grammatical mistakes
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P6 English Writing



TSA 2023
Primary 6 English Language (Writing)

Task Text Type

An English Drama Show Story

Going to the Library Article

An Accident Diary Entry
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P6 English Writing



6ERW1 – An English Drama Show

116

P6 English Writing
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6ERW1 – Marking Scheme P6 English Writing



An English Drama Show

Content

Students were able to:
• understand the task requirements in general
• provide a factual account of the story with some details based on the

prompts provided
• provide an appropriate ending
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P6 English Writing



An English Drama Show

Language

Students were able to:
• use a limited range of vocabulary, sentence patterns, cohesive devices

and verb forms fairly appropriately (with grammatical and spelling
mistakes)
➢ It was called little red riding hood.
➢ …hunter ran out and shouted, “Err…stop…err…”.
➢ He said that he was scared of the wolf head that Tom was wearing.

• use cohesive devices
➢ first, when, finally, then, because, so

119

P6 English Writing



An English Drama Show
Language

Students showed weaknesses in:
• spelling

➢ stared (started), bave (brave), preforming (performing), thouht
(thought)

• consistent use of tenses
➢ …he got in to his character and start doing the acting…
➢ Amy was little red riding hood. And Tom is the wolf.

• verb forms
➢ He overcomed his fear…

• subject-verb agreement
➢ …little red riding hood and a wolf was talking on the stage.

• sentence structures
➢ …he was very scared so he shaked, when he talking.
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P6 English Writing



An English Drama Show

Ending

➢ Danny was scared but he was happy as he can finish the show.
➢ Danny thought he will not perform any slow again.
➢ Danny have learnt need to be brave.
➢ Finally, Danny came out and be bave to performed the drama show to

the end.
➢ In the end, the show was very amazing and all of the performers were

very happy.
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P6 English Writing
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Exemplar 1 P6 English Writing



An English Drama Show

Content

Students were able to:
• provide interesting ideas, creative endings and add dialogues in their

writing to enrich the content
➢ “Danny! What Happened? Is everything okay?” Amy exclamed.
➢ ‘Stop! Don’t…don’t hurt, er…her…her,’ Danny told Tom who acted

the Big Bad Wolf.
➢ He saw the amount of eyes down the stage looking at him, he

shuddered, he shook, he ran away and hid behind the curtain.
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6ERW1 Good Performance 
P6 English Writing



An English Drama Show

Ending

➢ They desided to cancel the show and try again next week, hopefully 
Danny will do better. 

➢ That day, he learnt that he has to use flexible ways to solve
problems. He should also stay calm whenever he faced
difficuties…He wondered if he could enter the drama club.
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P6 English Writing
6ERW1 Good Performance 



An English Drama Show

Language

Students were able to:
• use a small range of vocabulary, sentence patterns and cohesive

devices
• use verb forms fairly appropriately (with some grammatical and spelling

mistakes)
➢ He acted as a hunter who frigtened the awful wolf, Tom away.
➢ ‘I forget my line.’ Danny said embarssingly.
➢ Why is he so scared? May be of stage fright?
➢ He was supposed to shout “stop!” angrily and agreesively, but

instead he said it very softly and he was shaking the whole time.
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Exemplar 2
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6ERW2 - Going to the Library 
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6ERW2 – Marking Scheme
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Going to the Library

Content

Students were able to:
• provide some brief ideas based on the prompts given

Some students showed weakness in:
• interpreting the task (some wrote a personal recount instead)

➢ Last Monday, Miss Chu told us to search some information about
nature. Therefore, I went to Wonderful Library…
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Going to the Library
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Language 

Students were able to:
• use a limited range of vocabulary, sentence patterns, cohesive devices

and verb forms fairly appropriately (with grammatical and spelling
mistakes)
➢ I also like reading books about food.
➢ There are so many books to read.
➢ There is a lot of activites that public library hosts, examples are

talks and workshops.
➢ …I really enjoy going there because I can read my favourite books…

• use cohesive devices
➢ since, so, because

P6 English Writing



Language

Students showed weaknesses in:
• vocabulary

➢ favourite, borrow, librarian
• spelling

➢ quite (quiet), libray (library), scratch (search)
• verb forms

➢ will held
• subject-verb agreement

➢ Although the library have a lot of books…
• language – with literal translation from Chinese

➢ I can in the Library reading hard.
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Going to the Library

Concluding Remark

➢ I enjoy going to the library because it has a lot of books for you to
read or borrow.

➢ Library have many good points so let’s go to the Library togethe.
➢ I think we can read more books, come to the library and read!
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P6 English Writing



Going to the Library

Content

Students were able to:
• provide interesting ideas about library do’s and don’ts, activities and

competitions
• encourage the audience to go to the library

➢ There are a few rules that you must follow while you’re in the
library. No. one, you must keep quiet at all times…

➢ …if you borrowed up to ten books a month, you will get a sticker on
a sticker book, if you have ten or more stickers at the end of the
year, a free book will be awarded to you, isn’t that fun?
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Going to the Library

Concluding Remark

➢ I hope you will soon find the book that suits you in the library, I
have to find mine now, bye!

➢ The library is a place for everyone, and I am sure everyone will
enjoy going to the library and experiencing the joy of learning and
reading…
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Going to the Library
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Language

Students were able to:
• use a small range of vocabulary, sentence patterns and cohesive

devices
• use verb forms fairly appropriate (with some grammatical and spelling

mistakes)
➢ I like going there because it is a peaceful and quiet place.
➢ You may even make new friends by sharing books or liking the same

genre of books.
➢ If you read fiction books, you can improve your writing skills…
➢ With books full of mysterious stories and interesting facts, who

wouldn’t love it there?

6ERW2 Good Performance P6 English Writing



Exemplar 4
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6ERW3 - An Accident 
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An Accident
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Content

Students were able to:
• describe the series of picture prompts with some supporting details
• provide an appropriate ending

Some students showed weakness in:
• interpreting the word prompt (some misinterpreted ‘basketball court’

as basketball match)
➢ In the morning, I played basketball court with my friends happily.

P6 English Writing



An Accident
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Language

Students were able to:
• use a limited range of vocabulary, sentence patterns, cohesive devices

and verb forms fairly appropriately (with grammatical and spelling
mistakes)
➢ I was sent to the hospital.
➢ I fell down and twisted my ankle.
➢ I jumped to catch the ball but I missed.
➢ …I know I should run more slowly when I playing basketball.
➢ The doctor told me that I had to spend the night here.

• use cohesive devices
➢ so, because, however, when, finally, in the end

P6 English Writing



An Accident
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Language

Students showed weaknesses in:
• spelling

➢ docter (doctor), nerves (nervous), scaried (scared),
compition (competition)

• consistent use of tenses
➢ I healed and go home…
➢ …the judge stop the competition and called the ambulance…

• subject-verb agreement
➢ My mum and dad was callen by the teachers too.

• sentence structures
➢ Our team just have one point have been win.

P6 English Writing



An Accident
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Ending

➢ What an unforgettable day!
➢ I felt today is unforgettble and very sad day.
➢ I hope I can get well soon.
➢ I hoped I can see my friends more faster and thank you my classmates.

P6 English Writing
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An Accident

Content

Students were able to:
• write interesting plots, give details and provide an appropriate ending

with a lesson learnt from the accident
➢ …I started dribbling the ball and shot the ball, ‘Score!’ yelled by the

coach…
➢ …it felt as if there were a million bees stinging me.

145

6ERW3 Good Performance
P6 English Writing



An Accident

Ending

➢ I wonder how was the compition going?
➢ I received so many beautiful cards from my classmtes hoping I will

get well soon, and my friends are coming soon with some fruits.
Talk to you later!

➢ Although I would miss my match, I still felt grateful that I had
family, friends and teachers that cared for me.
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An Accident

Language

Students were able to:
• use a small range of vocabulary, sentence patterns and cohesive

devices
• use verb forms fairly appropriately (with some grammatical and spelling

mistakes)
➢ …I thought it was okay, since I have tripped many times before…
➢ Ouch! It hurt a lot and I felt tears gushing out of my eyes.
➢ She immediately called the ambulance while comforting me and

handing me a candy.
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Performances of Primary 6 Students 
in Writing (2017, 2019 & 2023)
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Strength

Students were able to:
• write about 80 words based on the prompts provided
• (narrative writing) provide a factual account of the event with some details

based on the prompts provided and an appropriate ending
• (article writing) provide brief ideas and a concluding remark
• use simple cohesive devices to link ideas

Weakness

Some students were unable to:
• (narrative writing) use tenses consistently
• (article writing) interpret task requirements correctly and use different

vocabulary
• spell correctly
• avoid grammatical mistakes

P6 English Writing



Students should:

• read the task requirements carefully before writing

• work on the structuring of ideas to achieve overall
coherence

• proofread their work to reduce spelling and
grammatical errors

• reinforce existing vocabulary and expand
vocabulary bank
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Remarks
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TSA Report, Question Papers and Marking Schemes
https://www.bca.hkeaa.edu.hk
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Link for Feedback Survey 意見調查超連結
http://esurvey.hkeaa.edu.hk/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=9800nm5M

TSA 2023 Thematic Seminar on Students’ Overall 
Performance – Feedback Survey

「2023年全港性系統評估」專題講座–學生整體表現 意見調查

http://esurvey.hkeaa.edu.hk/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=9800nm5M
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Thank you!


